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answer to the problem, as yet. I do not
know whether the Government has officials
who are competent to find a solution, but
I would like it to make some endeavour
to have something done. Whether a surgi-
cal operation on an offender would be
effective I do not know. The alternative is
to segregate offenders by placing them in
a farm colony for many years until they
are too old to become a pest to the com-
munity.

Hon. A. R. Jones: How old would that
be?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The hon.
member may know, but I do not. Recently
I was asked by a policeman in a town
I was visiting to go to the lock-up with
him because he had a prisoner there who
wanted to see me. This man had been
working in the district for a short time,
and when he saw me he burst into tears.
I wondered why he should be crying, but
he said to me, "This is not the first time
I have done this, but every time I take to
the drink, I cannot stop myself if there
are any children around."

Hon. G. Bennetts: The best thing for
him is to cut out the booze.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: We haeve
not yet been able to provide a method by
which we could tell a person to stop drink-
ing, and he would do so. That might be
the answer, but how are we to achieve it?
I would like to hear Dr. Hislop speak on
this subject, because I look to him to give
us a lead in that respect. People often
say, 'It needs the attention of some of
these high-falutin' professional men", for
whom they have special names. Whether
they are specialists who treat mental
diseases, or are brain specialists, I do not
know; but something should be done. Only
recently there was the case of a naked
man entering the nurses' quarters at the
Princess Margaret Hospital. There is no
doubt that there is something wrong with
that man's mind, and yet he cannot be
confined in an asylum because the doctor
who examined him would not certify that
he was insane. Therefore, I1 ask the Gov-
ernment to take steps to inquire into this
problem as soon as possible. I admit that
a man has to commit such an offence once
before we can treat him, but we should not
let him commit a similar offence a second
and third time.

Many years ago, a great fuss was made
about such a case that occurred at Mid-
land Junction. The late Thomas Walker
was Minister for Justice at the time, and
It was not long after his conviction that
the offender was released from gal, fol-
lowing which he caused Mr. Walker to
suffer a great deal of criticism, because
the man went to Sydney, and committed
a similar offence. At the time, the Press
Published a statement on the case, and
it was that which probably brought it to
my mind. The perpetrators of such a
crime undoubtedly suffer from a disease

of some sort, but how It can be treated I
do not know. Nevertheless, we should have
some legislation to ensure that once a
man has committed such an offence he
should not be given an opportunity of
committing a similar offence.

Unfortunately, as I mentioned previously,
a great many of these cases do not come
to light because the parents of the child-
ren concerned shrink from Publicity, The
Children's Protection Society came into
existence to help children, and time and
again it has done its best to achieve its
objects whenever anything can be done,
but I think it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to take steps to find some remedy
for the problem. In conclusion, I hope the
relationship between those on this side of
the House and those on the other will be
just as amicable as it has been in the past.

On motion by Hon. J. 0. Hislop, debate
adjourned.

House adiourned at 5.59 Pi7n.

I~urindatinr Aaartly
Tuesday, 11th August, 1953.
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MOTION--CONDOLENCE.
The late Hon. A. A. M. Coverley, M.L.A.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. J. T.
Tonkln--Melville) :1 move-

That this H-ouse desires to place on
its records its profound sense of loss
sustained in the passing of the late
Hon. Aubrey Augustus Michael
Coverley, a member of this House and
a former Minister of the Crown, and
that an expression of the sincere
sympathy of members be conveyed to
his widow and family by Mr. Speaker.

The late Mr. Coverley entered Parliament
on the 5th April, 1924. He was appointed
a Minister of the Crown on the 29th
March, 1939, and served in that capacity
for eight years. that service having been
terminated with the defeat of the Wise
Government on the 1st. April, 1947. It
was my privilege to be associated with
the late Mr. Coverley in both the Willeock
and Wise Govern~ents so I can speak
of him as a colleague as well as a friend.
Mr. Coverley was well known for his very
wide experience and knowledge of the
people of his electorate, and particularly
the native people. I suppose it can be
said that there were very few people in
Western Australia with a more thorough
knowledge of the habits of the native
people than had Mr. Coverley.

He was a man of a very kindly and gen-
erous nature. He had a great loyalty to
friend and colleague and in his latter
years, during a period of failing health,
he displayed remarkable fortitude. He
was never heard to complain ahout his
condition, although it was obvious to
members for a very long time that he was
seriously ill. I have reason, perhaps above
most men, to appreciate the very depth
of the loyalty which the late Mr. Coverley
had for his colleagues,

You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that dur-
Ing the last session a censure motion was
moved in this House against me person-
ally. The Government had the numbers,
although it appeared that the voting
would be close. At that time Mr. Coverley
was very seriously ill in hospital and no
one on our side expected that he would
leave hospital to attend Parliament. The
late Mr. Coverley sat next to me in the
front bench on the Opposition side. When
I entered the H-ouse after dinner, a shorO
while before the vote was taken on the
censure motion, I was astonished to find
him in his seat. I said, "Bob, what are
you doing here?" He said, "You are In
trouble, are you not?" It comes to few
men to experience loyalty and friendship
lie that. I was touched then and have
been affected seriously by it since.

It was suffi6ient for Mr. Coverley to
know that he had a friend in trouble and
no matter at what cost to himself ,, he
felt that his place was by the side of
his friend who needed his assistance. That
was typical of his life. He was always

ready to lend a generous hand to some-
body Who required his help. While we
of this House deplore his passing, and
would much like to have had him with
us today, I personally feel a very deep
sense of loss through the passing of one
who was prepared to sacrifice himself in
order to render some assistance to me.
The Public life of this State Is the poorer
through the passing of the late Mr.
Coverley, and I desire that the motion
shall be carried with the solemnity and
sincerity which I feel every member will
say It thoroughly deserves.

HON. D. BRAND (Greenough): As
Acting Leader of the Opposition, I would
like to join the Acting Premier in
the sentiments he has just so feelingly ex-
pressed in respect to the passing of the
late Mr. Coverley. I was not privileged
to know him for such a long time, but
It was very evident to me that he was one
of the ordinary sort of fellows who enjoyed
everything that was ordinary and com-
monplace. At the same time he was a
man who appreciated the finer things of
this life and felt that goodwill among men
was perhaps one of the finest things for
which we could work, I considered that
in this House he was always very fair in
whatever he had to say, and I am certain
he worked very hard in the interests of
the very large electorate that he repre-
sented. I feel that our side of the House
will be very willing indeed to join with the
Acting Premier in having the sentiments
expressed passed on to his family and to
assure them that we here, no matter on
what side of the House we are, will always
be ready to give what assistance we can.
I support the motion.

HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling): I join
with the two previous speakers in regret-
ing deeply the death of the late Mr. Coy-
erley. Of the Ministers of the time that
he was in office I, for some reason, got to
know him probably better than the major-
ity. I knew, also, of the very difficult
conditions that existed in his home life-
the unfortunate blow which struck his
wife down-and I knew the tremendous
service that he did and the great affection
with which he looked after his wife not-
withstanding, particularly in later years,
his own ill-health.

Those things, coupled with his other
characteristics, which were well known
to me, cause me to join with the Acting
Premier in referring to the late Mr. Coy-
erley as a man of merit; one who could
be looked up to not only as an ordinary
citizen of the State, but also as the head
of his family. Our deepest sympathy goes
out not only to his wife, who must have
suffered a greater blow than do most others
in such circumstances, but also to his
family, for whom his affection was tre-
mendous, being reciprocated in every direc-
tion by them. I support the motion.

Question put and passed: members
standing.
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AUDITOR GENER"lS REPORT.
Section "B" 1952.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of Section "B"
of his report on the Treasurer's statement
of the Public Accounts for the financial
year, ended the 30th June, 1952. It will
be laid on the Table of the House.

QUESTIONS.

TIMBER.
As to Rights on Land for Agriculture.
Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for

Lands:
(1) Has the Government any proposals

which permit owners to secure timber
rights on land released for agricultural
purposes?

C2) if so, will he inform the House of
all conditions which apply to the release
of such timber rights?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) No. The matter is still be-

ing considered by the Goverrnent.

DAIRYING INDUSTRY.
(a) As to Progress of ZAGO0-Farm Scheme.

Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Lands:

What progress has been made in con-
nection with the proposal to establish
1,000 dairy farms in the Blackwood, Scott
and Donnelly Rivers areas?

The MINISTER replied:
This matter is still under consideration

by the Commonwealth Government.
(b) As to State Departments and

Commonwealth.
Mr. BOVELL (without notice) asked the

Acting Premier:
In view of that reply will he say whether

the Government intends to hand over
holus bolus all the departments of this
State to the Commonwealth Government?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
NO.

(c) As to Butter Exports and Imports.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Agriculture:
(1) What quantity of butter manufac-

tured in Western, Australia was exported
oversea for the year ended the 30th June,
1953?

(2) What quantity of butter manufac-
tured In the Eastern States was imported
into Western Australia during the same
period?

(3) What was the net price per pound
received for the butter mentioned mn No.
(1). and what was the total value of such
butter?

(4) What was the total cost of the but-
ter mentioned in No. (2)?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 96,824 lb. pastry grade.
(2) 3,360,000 lb.
(3) (a) 3s. 2.9d. per lb.

(b) £15,690 13s. 6d.
(4) £626,500, Cold Store, Melbourne

This cost would be increased by freight,
insurance and cartage, which figure is not
known.

RAILWAYS.
As to Sleepers, Removal, Renewal, etc.
Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) What is the average cost of each

new railway sleeper at point of use in the
track?

(2) What is the average cost of remov-
ing each worn-out sleeper and replacing
it with the new sleeper?

(3) How many sleepers are there in
each mile of single track?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 17s. This does not include freight,

which Is not raised on departmental traffic.
(2) Os.
(3),An average of 2,112.

LANDlS.
As to Survey1 of Areas Selected.

Hon. A. P. WATTS asked the Minis-
ter for Lands:

(1) Are any steps being taken to pro-
vide surveyors to cope with the consider-
able areas of country land newly taken
up and not surveyed?

(2) If so, what is being done?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Twenty-one contract surveyors

are engaged on a part-time basis.
(b) One licensed surveyor from N.S.W.

has been employed under special contract
to work for two years exclusively on sur-
veys of country land.

Cc) A scheme to obtain an additional
eight licensed surveyors under a similar
contract is under consideration.

(d) A licensed surveyor has been ap-
pointed to the staff from N.S.W. and is
expected to commence duty next month.

Ce) The maximum npmber of 18 cadet
surveyors is in training with the depart-
ment.

KIDERGARTENS.
As to Report of Royal Commission.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Education:,

Will he inform the House when the re-
port of the Royal Commission appointed
last year to investigate and report upon
kindergartens will be available to mem-
bers?
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The MINISTER replied:
The report will be made available this

afternoon.
STATE HOTELS.

AS to Need for Repairs and Extensions.
Mr. PERKINS (without notice) asked

the Minister for Works:
In view of recent statements by the

Government that it is proposed to estab-
lish a State hotel at Kwlnana-

(1) Is he aware that some existing State
hotels need repairs and extensions, par-
ticularly the one at Bruce Rock, which is
very dilapidated and inadequate to serQe
the needs of the district and the travelling
public?

(2) Will the Government arrange that
necessary repairs and extensions to exist-
ing State hotels be done before any Gov-
ernment-controlled money is spent on a
-new hotel at Kwlnana?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) I would have very much

appreciated it if the hon. member had
given me prior knowledge of his intention
to ask these questions. I would then have
been in a position to find out exactly
,what the situation was regarding the state
of the hotels that he says need repairs or
extensions. In reply to the hon. mem-
ber, I point out that the Government has
no intention of using for the construc-
tion of a hotel at Kwlnana moneys that
ought to be applied elsewhere. Any money
that the Government will use for the pur-
pose of providing hotel facilities at Kwi-
nana on a community basis will not af-
fect in any way repairs or extensions to
existing hotels and other buildings. Such
matters will require the attention of the
appropriate Minister. As the hon. mem-
ber should know, repairs are carried out
from revenue, and new buildings are pro-
vided for out of loan funds or from other
sources.

S.P. BETTI NG,
As to Introduction of Legislation.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Acting Premier:

Is it the Government's intention to
introduce legislation this session to legalise
starting-price bookmaking?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
As the hon. member knows, it is not

the practice of Governments to state what
they propose to do with regard to the intro-
duction of legislation much ahead of time.

Hon. D. Brand: I was only following the
precedent set last session.

FORESTS,
As to Appointment of Conservator.

Mr. MANNING (without notice) asked
the Minister for Forests:

(1) As the appointment of the present
Conservator ofT Forests expired in February
last, why has there been such delay in call-
Ing for -applications for the position?

(2) Will the Minister give the House
more information about the decision to
call for applications for this position?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) I suggest that the hon. member

might well address his question to my pre-
decessor In office, as the term of the Con-
servator of Forests expired before the pre-
sent Government assumed office.

(2) The position has been reclassified
at a higher salary, and the decision of
the Government accordingly was that
applications should be called before a new
appointment was made.

STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDINATION
ACT.

As to Amending Legislation.
Mr. OLDFIELD (without notice) asked

the Minister for Transport:
Is it the intention of the Government

to amend the State Transport Co-ordina-
tion Act to permit road transport haullers;
to operate at a reater distance than the
existing 20-mile limit?

The MINISTER replied:
Common courtesy should have demanded

that notice of a question involving so many
details as this should have been given to
the Minister beforehand. If the hon.
member places his question on the notice
paper, I shall see that all details in con-
nection with it are supplied to him.

SITTING DAYS ANDl HOURS.
THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. J. T.

Tonkin-Melville): I move-
That the House, unless otherwise

ordered, shall meet for the despatch
of business on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days at 4.30 pxm., and on Thursdays
at 2.15 p.m., and shall sit until 5.15
p.m., if necessary, and, if requisite,
from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

MR. PERKINS (Roe): I notice that
under the motion submitted by the Acting
Premier, It is proposed that the H-ouse
shall sit at 2.15 pim. on Thursdays. As
a Country member, I can say that such
altered time will be of considerable ad-
vantage, and on behalf of other country
members I would like to thank the Gov-
ernment for its decision to provide for that
sitting hour on Thursdays.

The Minister for Lands: You have a
good Government now!

Mr. PERKINS: Country members usually
represent constituencies that are situated
some distance from Perth. Unless they
can return to their home towns on Thurs-
day night, they cannot spend as much
time at home, or with their constituents,
as they would like. With sittings com-
mencing at 2.15 p.m. on Thursdays, they
should be able to reach their homes, in
most instances, on a Thursday evening,
and they will be enabled to spend more
time there.
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The Minister for Railways: This Gov-
ermnent is considerate regarding country
members.

HON. D. BRAND (Greenough): I must
say that when the previous Government
sat on the other side of the House, it was
not usual to hear such expressions of
appreciation from members who are now
sitting on the Opposition side of the
House.

The Minister for Lands: Perhaps not.
Hon. D. BRAND: If there were delays

and extended sittings last session, that
was not altogether the fault of the Gov-
ernment. However, 1, too, appreciate the
fact that it is proposed, at least for the
time being, to sit earlier on Thursdays.
I add my support to the motion.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
RECEDENCE.

On motion by the Acting Premier,
ordered:

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all motions and Orders of
the Day.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £16,000,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Acting Premier, re-
solved:

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable resolutions from the Comn-
nittees of Supply and Ways and
Means to be reported and adopted on
the same day on which they shall
have passed those Committees, and
also the passing of a Supply Bill
through all its stages in one day, and
to enable the business aforesaid to be
entered upon and dealt with before
the Address-in-reply is adopted.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Election of Ch~airman of Committees.
On motion by the Acting Premier, re-

solved:
That the member for Middle Swan

(Mr. J. Hegney) be appointed Chair-
man of Committees.

Chairmen (Temporary) of Committees.
Mr. SPEAKER: Before the House re-

solves into Committee of Supply, I think
it advisable to notify the appointment of
Chairmen (Temporary) of Committees,
which we know was not done previously.
I desire to Inform the House that I have
appointed Mr. Hill, Mr. Moir and Mr.
Brady to be tempora.ry Chairmen of Com-
mittees during the present session.

In Comittee of Supply.
The House resolved into Committee of

Supply, Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair.
The CHAIRMAN: Before I begin my

duties as Chairman, I wish to take the op-
portunity of thanking members for hav-
ing elected me to this most important of-
fice in the Assembly. I shall endeavour at
all times to maintain the high traditions
of the office and follow the example set
by my predecessors. I shall claim the
indulgence and co-operation of members
in trying to maintain that standard and
shall be as indulgent with them as the
Standing Orders will permit.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Honl. J. T.
Tonkin-Melville) [5.16]: 1 had intended,
Mr. Chairman, to offer a few congratu-
latory remarks on this, the first occa-
sion of your occupying the important
position to which you have been appointed.
You have had previous experience in the
Chair and we have every confidence that
you will be able to discharge most effici-
ently the various tasks that winl confront
you as Chairman of Committees. I move-

That there be granted to Her Ma-
jesty on account of the services for
the year ending the 30th June, 1954,
a sum not exceeding £16,000,000,

Members are aware that it Is necessary for
the Government to obtain Supply before
the Estimates are prepared and brought
down each year and so the procedure be-
ing followed today is in accordance with
the general practice in that regard. Last
year Parliament granted Her Majesty
Supply to the extent of 013,000.000 on
No. 1 Supply Act and E10,000,000 on No. 2
Supply Act. On this occasion I am ask-
ing for Supply to the extent of £.16,000,000
on the No. 1 Bill. The difference between
what was granted last year and what is
now sought Is as follows:-

No. 1 No.1
supply Supply

Act. 1952. Bill. 1953.

Consolidated Revenue
General Loan Fund
Advance to Treasurer

9.000.000
3,0001000
1,O0000

13,000.00

£
10.500.000
4,000,000
1.500,000

16,000,000

Members will note that we are seeking
£3,000,000 in excess of what was ranted
on the No. 1 measure of last year. The
expenditure under the above headings
during the three months covered by that
measure was as follows:-

Consolidated Revenue
General Loan Fund
AdVance to Treasurer

£.. 9,018,000
£.. 4,400,000

... 1f.800,000
The additional amount required for the

Consolidated Revenue Fund is necessary
on account of increased costs. It is ex-
pected that expenditure from the General
Loan Fund will be slightly less than it
was last year. The financial year ended
the 30th June, 1953, closed with a deficit
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of £507,883 as compared with an esti-
mated deficit of £440,940. The actual
revenue for the year was £38,884,236, and
the expenditure was £39,392,119 compared
with an estimated revenue of £37,800,202
and an estimated expenditure of
£38,241,142. The Estimates showing the
full details of revenue and expenditure
for the current financial year are in
course of preparation and the Govern-
ment's aim is to have them placed before
the Chamber as soon as possible. When
that is done, members will have an op-
portunity of perusing them and obtaining
information relative to the various depart-
ments, and Ministers will be available to
give explanations in amplification of the
printed Estimates. As I have already
pointed out, it is necessary for the Gov-
ernment to seek Supply in order that it
might finance the services until such time
as the Estimates are placed before Par-
liament.

HON D. BRAND (Greenough) [5.211:
I do not desire to speak at length at this
stage but will reserve any remarks I have
to offer until the second reading debate.
However, as Acting Leader of the Opposi-
tion, I should like to offer congratula-
tions to you, Mr. Chairman, on your
appointment to that office. YOU have had
a long experience in this Chamber and I
think you appreciate the need for neu-
trality on the part of the Chairman and
the need for maintaining the generally
good atmosphere that has prevailed in this
Parliament for many years. Without fur-
ther ado, I say "'Congratulations" and ex-
press the hope that you will have not a
very long experience but a happy one in
the Chair.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [5.22) 1, too,
should like to congratulate you, Mr. Chair-
man, on your appointment to that office.
We all believe that you will be absolutely
impartial in your discharge of the duties
and will uphold the best traditions of the
office. In speaking to the motion before
the Chair, I recall that in former Years it
was customary to treat the Supply Bill
as a purely formal measure, but some of
us can remember when Mr. Wise and his
party, having moved from the Govern-
ment to the Opposition benches, besought
members to exercise their rights and dis-
cuss every question of Government activity
and finance when the Supply Hill was be-
fore them. Seeing that we have had such
an illustrious Precedent set us, it seems a
pity not to take advantage of it and seek
an explanation of some of the adminis-
trative acts of the Government.

I-on. L. Thorn: He was ably assisted by
the Acting Premier.

Mr. PERKINS: My recollection is that
many members supporting Mr. Wise ably
assisted him.

The Minister for Housing: You are not
really looking for an excuse, are you?

Mr. PERKINS: One aspect on which I
wish particularly to touch is that of rail-
wvay finance. The Acting Premier has told
us that we shall have an opportunity to
discuss such matters in greater detail when
the Estimates are presented and when the
appropriate Ministers will be able to give
an explanation of the policy of their de-
partments. That is satisfactory as far as
it goes, but we know from experience that
the railway Estimates are invariably low
on the list and often are not reached until
the dying hours of the session and then
there is little opportunity to discuss many
of the details of the department.

There has been one rather interesting
development. We learned from the Press
that the Premier stated at the Premiers'
Conference that any responsibility for in-
creased railway charges in this State must
lie at the door of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment if it does not grant the State
a greater reimbursement from the taxation
pool. Such a statement seemed to be a
strange one to fall from the lips of the
present Premier because those of us who
read and listened to his speeches at the
time of the recent election could not help
being impressed by his insistence that
taxation was far too high at present and
that a responsibility rested upon the Gov-"
erment to reduce it. Apparently the Pre-
mier is either talking with his tongue in
his cheek or considers that the Federal
Government has extraordinary powers in
that it should be able to reduce taxation
and at the same time hand greater sums
from the taxation pool to the various
States. I think that during this debate
the Acting Premier might give us some
explanation as to precisely what the policy
of the Government is and what we are to
understand from the statement made at
the Premier's Conference.

I wish now to refer to the question of
increasing Government charges for rail-
way services, these in particular though
other charges are also being increased. The
Minister for Railways ought to give us
some information based on the latest re-
turns from the increased services on sub-
urban lines. Before the change of Govern-
ment the latest comparable figures obtain-
able from the Railway Department related
to the year ended the 30th June, 1950.
Later figures were of little use because
they were distorted by the metal trades
strike. During the Year mentioned, the
earnings from the suburban passenger
traffic totalled £180,400, while the operat-
ing expenses amounted to £518,489. This
latter amount did not include interest
charges which amounted to £99,606. Thus
from the figures supplied by the depart-
ment at that time, the larger the number
of trains run on the metropolitan system,
the greater were the losses Incurred.

Before we pass Supply, the Minister for
Railways should tell us just what the
financial result is of increasing the num-
ber of trains running on the suburban
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system since the Government took office.
Obviously if the Government is going to
extend services which are likely to increase
losses that have to be recouped from the
State Treasury, it is going to be difficult
for the Government to justify its position
with the Grants Commission in obtaining
a recoup by means of the disabilities rant,
or, as the Premier is suggesting at the
present time, by an additional amount
from the taxation pool. It is desirable
that members should be Informed of the
real position. There are probably many
other matters that could be enlarged upon.
but this is one respect of which we do have
some detailed knowledge of the actual posi-
tion before the alteration of the services,
and it is one on which both the House
and the public should have some enlight-
enment as to the present position.

BON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
(5.33]:, 1 wish to raise a matter that the
Acting Premier would perhaps care to
comment on before Supply Is granted, be-
cause it is of some urgency to the people
concerned. To a question asked in this
House he stated that the Government had
given consideration, before imposing new
water rates on the Perth Road Board-in
Mt. Lawley in particular-to the increase
that would result from the Increased valu-
ations. I take it that -what he said had
some relation to the Supply Bill that he
has now brought forward. Also, in answer
to a question of mine, he said that the
Government was considering a more equit-
able form of valuation or assessment so
that there should be no discrimination be-
tween one district and another. That is
what I understand his answer to be. That
is very commendable. On the other hand,
it is not a very happy position for my
electors to be in, to know that the remedy
for this discrimination is to be provided
after they have had to suffer, for at least
one year, a very severe increase which has
not been imposed on some other metro-
politan road board areas.

I would not have raised the question
now save that if there is to be any redress,
I think It should be given rather quickly
because the ratepayers have, as the Acting
Premier will realise, only a certain period
in which to appeal from the assessments
which have been imposed upon them. In
view of his answer given to the H-ouse I
would ask him to see whether the new
valuations might be postponed until a more
equitable or less discriminating method has
been implemented. I would again point
out to the Acting Premier, or to the Minis-
ter for Works that taxation-and this is
a formn of taxation, of course, for water-
is a severe matter these days and that a
good many people now find it difficult to
live.

Many residents in my area-those who
own their homes-find their living costs
today to be severe. This matter of a sud-
den increase, and one that was not antici-

pated, is important to them, especially as
they know that in other road board areas
similar action has not been taken. I
know and admit that a revaluation was in
all probability justified, but I do think that
the Minister was a little hasty In allowing
the department to impose such increased
rating until the whole of the metropolitan
area was revalued in the same way. He
said he gave this his consideration because
of the increase in the Budget for the Water
Supply Department. I am sure he gave
it very serious consideration, but that
little point may have been overlooked by
him because I do not think he would in-
tentionally be unreasonable and unfair:
and we must admit that he has been un-
reasonable and unfair in discriminating.

The Acting Premier: I will not admit
anything of the sort. if anything has been
overlooked, you have overlooked it.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: No, we have
not.

The Acting Premier: You have over-
looked something very vital in this matter.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: I know the re-
valuations were necessary, but I do not
know that the increase had to be inple-
mented on those valuations or that the
department had to utilise them until the
whole area had been completed. I know
nothing of that and I see no reason for
its being done. The valuations could have
been submitted to the Minister for all the
areas at the same time and then there
could be no objection; but why utilise cer-
tain districts to assist the budgetary posi-
tion while allowing others to avoid con-
tributing their share during this financial
year? That is the result no matter whose
fault it Is; and I think the Minister should
give consideration to the point. I still hope
that he may reconsider the position. Per-
haps it would be possibld individually, or
collectively, to soften the blow In some
way until all the road board areas have
been revalued and the increase has been
implemented.

Mr. Lawrence: How many have been re-
valued?

H-on. A. V. R. ABBOTT: I think about
four or live. I am not aware of themr all:
I am speaking on behalf of the district in
which I am Particularly interested. I1 do
not know why this cannot be done, and I
ask the Minister to give consideration to
it. There may be technical difficulties
that I am not aware of. The Minister may
be Prepared to say that if any ratepayer
considers the increase is excessive he will
consider reducing it departmentally, at
least for this year, so as to avoid for the
ratepayer the expense and formality of an
appeal. As members know, an appeal is
a matter of some expense and difficulty. I
hope the Minister expresses that opinion
because I feel sure he will want justice to
be done to all those who feel that they
have been discriminated against in this
case.
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BON. C. F. J. NORTH (Claremont)
C(5.40; This enables me to make a few
remarks on the present traffic problem.
I am glad to see that the Government has
done something by increasing Penalties for
drunken driving. I am not going to deal
with that aspect, but with a question
which concerns Stirling Highway, and
that is the matter of traffic lights at the
various crossings. I asked a question the
other day and the answer was to the effect
that £20,000 is available for traffic lights.
My question was that If we were to move
at the rate of four lights a year. which
is the present rate, we must surely be
many years before we finish this urgent
job.

Quite recently there was a fatality at
one of these crossings in my district; and
there is quite a lot of pressure behind the
scenes in respect to speeding up the rate
of installing the lights. I wish to urge
a mode by which this could be done, but
before doing so, in order to stress--not
the bona tides of the claim-the fact
that the district has been aware of this
matter for some years, I refer back to
1948 when a question was asked in the
House. I shall read the question to show
that the attitude of members today will
be different from what it was in those
days. The question then asked is as fol-
lows:-

1, Does our metropolitan traffic yet
warrant the installation of stop-go
signals?

%2, If so, what prevents a move In
this direction?

3, How many police would be re-
lieved from point duties if stop-go
signals were introduced?

This is the reply-
1, In the opinion of the Commis-

sioner of Police, stop-and-go signals
would not facilitate the flow of north
and South traffic in the City Block
and would tend to delay it.

2, Answered by, No. 1.
3, In the opinion of the Commis-

sioner of Police, no police would be
relieved.

We have come to a stage today when the
position is quite different. The idea of
the traffic lights in Stirling Highway is
not to increase the flow of traffic and the
number of accidents, but to regulate the
traffic and make the highway safer. My
only purpose in speaking now is to sug-
gest how we can speed up the installa-
tion. I quite understand that there is
only so much money allotted from the
traffic fees each year. That was intro-
duced by the member for Narrogin. It Is
all right that so much is allotted, but
the Government of the day wants the job
done. If there is a firm in the East-and
I believe there Is-that can do the work
in IS months, that Is what we want. We

want the job done and then paid for by
the traffic fees at so much a year. The
question is--how can it be done?

I know that as a rule not much notice
is taken of suggestions from the Opposi-
tion because the Government has its own
methods, but I make this suggestion that
we have the Rural and Industries Bank.
which could surely finance the installa-
tion of all these lights so that they could
be installed within about 18 months, start-
ing right away, and the traffic fees could
repay the bank over a period of 10 or 15
years, by annual payments. If the Rural
and Industries Bank cannot do that it is
not the bank which a late member of this
Chamber used to tell us it was, I take
this opportunity of mentioning another
Important matter, namely, what Is known
as the Colombo Plan, which is concerned
with the fact that Australia as a whole,
Including this State, Is now supplying
plant and equipment In great quantities,
and also technical knowledge and advice,
to some under-developed Eastern cown-
tries.

My question to the Committee is--what
about our own undeveloped places in
Western Australia? It is high time that
the Colombo Plan, or something like it,
was applied to our own North-West and
many other parts of the State where
there is so much to be done. it is a
wonderful thing for this country to be
trying to improve the standards of these
other races, but surely we cannot overlook
the fact that there is so much necessary
work, in our own State alone, that is not
being done while all these works are be-
ing undertaken overaca.

Therefore, I retunX to my suggestion of
some years ago that it is necessary for us,
as a Government and as a people to press
for the Disabilities Grants Commiss;ion to
be turned into a development committee,
so that when Its members visit this State
they can do so with their eyes open in
the same way as other people are using
their eyes in seeing what Is required to
build up these eastern races. If that were
done we would not have the wrangle that
is going on in the East at the moment
about the handing back to the States of
certain moneys. If we had a proper
method of developing a State, and doing
it on Loan funds quite apart from the
annual commitments of revenue estimates,
there would be no wrangling between the
States and the Commonwealth. This un-
holy wrangle is not getting us anywhere
and I consider that we should make a
move in the future to have the Colombo
Plan, or some plan like it applied to a
State such as this.

HON A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [5.47]:
For many years prior to 1947 when a
No. i Supply Bill came before the Com-
mittee, it was the usual practice, at least
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on the great majority of occasions, to
paws it with little or no comment. There
were times when half an hour or per-
haps an hour were expended on mention-
ig some matters that were associated

with the resolution before the Committee,
but from 1947 onwards there came a
change. I well remember the Hon. Frank
Wise, who was tben the Leader of the
Opposition, addressing the Committee
from approximately five o'clock to some
time after eight o'clock-of course with
an interval for tea-on more than one
occasion. Also, I can recollect the pre-
sent Acting Premier delivering himself at
some length on this subject.

In fact I interested myself in recollect-
ing that it was during the first or second
year of the Government which followed
that led by Mr. Wise that he made some
comments about the ventilation of griev-
ances. For the edification of members
opposite and, indeed, for those on this
side of the House. and particularly those
members who are new arrivals, I think
the advice he extended to us on that
occasion might very well be brought to
light again and remembered.

Hon. D. Brand: They might like to say a
word or two tonight.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: In Volume I of
"Hansard", *1948, the then member for
Melville said-

It has long been recognised that the
occasion for the granting of Supply
to His Majesty is one affording an
opportunity for the airing of various
grievances before such Supply is
granted. I think that is a custom
which has been completely justified.

-Well, it was justified from one aspect at
least in the years which intervened be-
tween 1948 and the present time, because
the hon. gentleman and his colleagues
used to keep us here until various hours
of the night discoursing upon their griev-
ances. So I commend the idea to members
of this Chamber and if they have griev-
ances they should not hesitate to ventilate
them and follow that good advice given
to us by that most hon. gentleman, the
member for Melville, who at present
occupies the position of Acting Premier.

I must say, at this stage, that I entirely
agree with the member for Roe that we
are entitled to some information about
the suburban railway trains. Under some
difficulty, and for a period of some three
years. I endeavoured, to the best of my
ability, to represent the Minister for Rail-
ways in this House and, if there is one
thing more than another that I recollect,
it is the figures collated by the Com-
missioner for Railways in relation to the
operation of the suburban railway system
over those three years. I think I did
quote some figures in this Chamber on
one occasion and they indicated-after all

possible allowances for work and services
that had to be rendered, irrespective of
whether passenger trains were running or
not-that there was a net reducible loss
of over £300,000.

I might add that charges such as the
maintenance of signals, for example, were
niot apportioned against the suburban
passenger service if no passenger trains
were running. As I understood it that
was the reason why the suburban railway
service was considerably curtailed. I am
convinced, also, that one of the main
reasons for the curtailment was the tre-
mendous growth of private passenger
vehicle transport in the metropolitan area
and a considerable reduction in the num-
ber of passengers offering. As a con-
sequence there was ample justification for
some reduction In the Passenger services
in the metropolitan-suburban area with
a view to cutting down losses.

Again, if my memory serves me aright,
It was concluded, after inquiry, that the
reduced services would minimise the con-
siderable loss to which I have referred
by a sum of about £80,000 or £90,000. That
is a sum which could very well have been
saved. There was also the point that it
might be possible to run a more satisfac-
tory suburban service if diesel electric
coaches and not steam trains were used.
From information before me it appears
that compared with diesel electric
coaches, the cost of running steam trains
on those lines was astronomical. But, of
course, notwithstanding the fact that the
past Government had ordered these
coaches a considerable time before, they
have not yet arrived and I agree whole-
heartedly with the member for Roe that
in passing Supply this Chamber should be
acquainted-

(a) with the reasons why it was
thought fit to reinstate the whole
service and,

(b) the results of that reinstatement.
both financially and numerically,
as far as the number of passengers
is concerned.

I am also interested In the position of the
dairying industry in this State and I asked
some questions today on this subject. On
a cursory examination of those figures-
and I wish my remarks to be taken on
that basis because I have had only a curs-
ory examination of the figures-it appears
that it would be well for the Minister for
Agriculture to give consideration to some
proposal which would permit the market-
ing of butter to be controlled on a Western
Australian basis only. It seems to me that
as in regard to wheat-where It is turned
out irrespective of what might have been
thought in past years--the Western Aus-
tralian wheat producer, from the point of
view of return for his product, would have
been far better off If his product could
have been handled on a purely Western
Australian basis.
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So it seems that there are ample grounds
for believing that more encouragement
would be given to the dairying industry if
the same idea, with suitable safeguards.
could be put into practice. I was some-
what astonished to discover, in answer to
this question, that during last year.
3,360,000 lb. of butter manufactured in the
Eastern States were imported into West-
ern Australia. The total cost was £626,500.
cold store, Melbourne, and that would be
increased further with the charges for
freight. insurance and cartage, which
figures were not known. Without the
charges for freight, insurance and cartage
the figures work out at 3s. 9d. a lb. whereas
the quantity of butter which was exported
-something less than 100,000 lb.-realsed
3s. 2.9d. per lb. As I said, on a cursory
examination of these figures-and I might
say that I intend to try to get some more
information about it-I commend to the
Minister for Agriculture. as some contribu-
tion to the improvement of the difficulties
of this industry, the idea of investigating
whether or no it would be practicable and
desirable to endeavour to conduct this in-
dustry, in a marketing sense, on a Western
Australian basis.

We have heard much argument on the
question of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment deciding not to increase the guaran-
teed price and I have here a copy of the
report of the Dairy Industry Investigation
Committee, dated the 15th July, 1953. This
Committee was set up to examine the costs
of production in the industry and to advise
the Minister for Commerce and Agricul-
ture as to what should be done. It is a
remarkable thing that in paragraph 27,
Page 5 of this report, it will be found that
the committee accepted, for the purposes
of this report, the figure of 1.'72d. per lb.
as a reasonable estimate of the increase
in costs which occurred since the 1st July,
1952. Yet, notwithstanding that conclusion,
another of the recommendations to the
Minister, appearing in paragraph 55 on
page 10, reads as follows:-

summary of Recommendations.
The Committee recommends-

1. That no change be made in
the guaranteed return for butter
and cheese Payable to producers
as from 1st July, 1953.

In paragraph 50 the Committee states-
With the cessation of bulk buying

by the United Kingdom Government
it would seem reasonable to expect a
decline in values on the United King-
dom market if the figure of 300,000
tons were appreciably increased by
additional supplies from Denmark.
New Zealand or Australia or any other
source. There is clearly a need In
Australia to foster the local market
in every Possible way.

Again, from a cursory examination of these
figures, if we had to import nearly 31 mil-
lion lb. of butter from the Eastern States

to satisfy our Western Australian demand
only, and we can export only 90,000 lb. of
Pastry grade butter oversea, obviously there
is a much more positive market to be filled
in Western Australia. In short, those are
the reasons why I commend to the Minis-
ter for Agriculture the idea that some
investigation along those lines should be
carried out to see whetlier it is not prac-
ticable by that means, among others, to
improve the Position of the dairying in-
dustry in this State. I am sure such
action would be greatly appreciated, not
only by the Industry in general but by
that section of it which is to be found
in the smaller areas, such as in my own
electorate.

My last remark on this motion will be
to inquire from the Acting Premier if and
when it is proposed to table the file which
dealt with the first recommendation of the
Public Service Commissioner in connec-
tion with the appointment of Under Secre-
tary for Law. It is required by the Public
Service Act, if I understand the situation
correctly, that the first recommendation
of the Public Service Commissioner not
having been accepted, the file dealing with
the matter should be tabled within seven
days if Parliament is sitting or within
seven days of its commencing to sit. My
interest in this matter has been occasioned
by a notice which I saw in the "Govern-
ment Gazette" of the 26th June, 1953.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has
one minute to go.

Mr. WATTS: This I think requires some
explanation. The person who has been
appointed was by the said notice lifted
three grades. I have no objection to the
appointee; in all probability the best man
has been selected. I have not the time
to enlarge on the question but in the cir-
cumstances I think the Government
should, at the first opportunity available,
let members know what has transpired.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse) [0.21 The mem-
ber for Roe and the member for Stirling
have opened their remarks with grievances
but I wish to begin mine with a message
of congratulation to you, Sir, on your being
appointed as Chairman of Committees.

I asked a question in connection with
royalties on timber; concerning the hold-
ers of property in the timber areas. This
matter has been one Of great concern to
primary producers in the dairying districts,
and I feel that the Minister for Agriculture
who represents the district adjoining mine
must have been confronted with this prob-
lem on many occasions. I hope that now
he has become Minister for Agriculture
he will do something to grant these timber
royalties to holders of land in the timber
areas; to those farmers who are prepared
to live and work on their Properties.
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The member for Stirling has referred to
the difficulties which the dairying industry
is experiencing in this State. The State
Government can give practical assistance
by allotting certain concessions to mnem-
bers of the dairying industry, and I refer
particularly to the butterfat producer.
The former Minister for Agriculture, Sir
Charles Latham, had under consideration
proposals for the return of royalties on
timber to the holders of agricultural pro-
perties. In February of this year, Just
before the MeLarty-Watts Government
was defeated, I asked Sir Charles if be
would give the terms and conditions which
he proposed farmers should enjoy for the
timber rights, in view of the fact that a
number of farmers in the area south of
Busselton had approached me concerning
the terms and conditions he referred to
in a speech made at Denmark.

Most unfortunately, in my opinion, the
Government was defeated on the 14th
February and, after the election, the dairy
farmers concerned approached me to en-
deavour to ascertain the policy of the new
Government. Knowing the Interest of the
Present Minister for Agriculture in the
dairying industry I was hopeful that he
would make an early announcement in re-
gard to the return of these timber royalties.
This Government has been in office one-
sixth of Its normal term--one-sixth of the
period for which it has been elected has
expired-and I am rather surprised that
the Minister for Agriculture has not been
able to secure a Cabinet decision in regard
to the return of timber rights to dairy
farmers. I believe that this would assist
in overcoming in some measure the finan-
cial difficulties that face those in the
dairying industry.

I directed a communication to the
Minister in May on this subject and he
replied to me very courteously. But the
delay has become serious and I would ask
the Government to give early consideration
to it. By returning the royalties to dairy
farmers, to the holders of lands In the
timber areas, they will be assisting the
dairying industry and principally the
butterfat producers in the difficulties they
are experiencing.

The Minister for Housing: It would
hardly be a return of the royalties because
they never had them.

Mr. BOVELL: I have no intention of
entering into technical details at this
stage. The interjection by the Minister
for Housing recalls to my mind that I
have heard aspirants for political honours
who never had been members of Parlia-
ment state what they would do if they
were returned to Parliament, but they
have not been returned. The Minister has
not had such an experience, but I feel
sure that when I mentioned the matter
of returning the royalties. any average
person would have understood what I was
trying to convey.

MR. YATES (South Perth) [6.81 1
extend my congratulations to you, Mr.
Chairman, on your appointment. Know-
ing you as I do, I have no doubt that the
decisions you may be called upon to make
will be impartial and satisfactory to mem-
bers on both sides of the Chamber. The
matter I desire to discuss relates to the
building of another bridge across the
Swan River. This is a subject that I have
carefully studied during the last six years.
On many occasions I have interviewed the
Minister for Works, the Under Secretary
and the engineers of the department.
Some five years ago I was assured that
plans were being prepared, because the
Government expected a large increase in
the population of the State and realised
that a second bridge across the river
would be necessary.

The Minister for Health: Where do you
suggest the other bridge should be built?

Mr. YATES: I shall mention that in
the course of my remarks. In view of the
ever-increasing population of the State, it
is imperative that we Should endeavour
to break up the huge volume of traffic
that enters the city from the south side
of the river, thus making it easier to con-
trol and also leap dangerous to all con-
cerned. Those miembers who live on the
south side of the river-there are five or
six whose homes are in my electorate and
others travel to Fremantle via Canning
Bridge-know that the hazard is becom-
ing greater on account of the ever-in-
creasing volume of traffic on Canning
Highway.

One stream comes from Fremantle: an
ever-increasing stream comes from Guild-
ford and beyond, and still another from
Albany-rd., all of which converge at the
Causeway~and, during peak periods, cause
very heavy congestion. This traffic after
crosang the Causeway turns into Riverside
Drive and thence into Adelaide -terrace.-
On almost any morning it is no uncom-
mon sight to see a line of traffic a Quar-
ter-of-a-mile in length held up at St.
George's-terrace because the pointsman is
unable to handle such a large number of
vehicles. Should there happen to be a
break-down in Riverside Drive or Ade-
laide-terrace, the congestion becomes still
greater.

On many occasions I have followed the
line of traffic in order to ascertain its
destination, and I should say that 60 per
cent. of the vehicles that come to the city
from Fremantle via the Causeway pass
right through to the western boundary of
the city, while the other 50 per cent. park
or make their way east of the city.
Another bridge should be built across the
river. The Minister for Health asked me
where it should be located. My. idea is
that the site should be at the narrowest
section of the river known as the Nar-
rows. To build a bridge there would be
cheaper than to build It elsewhere, and
it would be easy of access for vehicles
travelling from Fremantle.
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This Is the suggestion that I submitted
to the department because I considered
such a site would offer no disabilities, but
of course the department could make such
alterations as it thought fit. it would be
possible to build a modern structure across
the Narrows capable of taking a fair per-
centage if not all of the Frmantle traffic
beading for the city.

The Minister for Health: Canning
Bridge would then become a bottle-neck.

Mr. YATES: No. it would still have to
carry the same amount of traffic even if
one portion passed over a bridge at M-ill
Point and the other portion over the
Causeway, but I consider that Canning
Bridge will have to be widened because
at peak periods it is becoming dangerous.

The departmental engineers were work-
ing on the Causeway for a number of
years. In answer to questions asked by me
in this Chamber, I was told that until the
engineers were released from that work,
the construction of another bridge could
not be considered. This was due to the
shortage of engineers; the departmental
men were working full time on the con-
struction and supervision of the Cause-
way. That job was completed a consider-
able time ago.

Last year I asked the then Minister for
Works what progress had been made In
connection with the proposal to build
another bridge, and was informed that
the Government was waiting for the Town
Planning Commissioner to take up his
office, and that a census was being con-
ducted to determine the density of traffic
in the South Perth area. All relevant
information would be placed before the
Town Planning Commissioner s&' that he
would be in a position to submit a report
to the Government.
Sitting suspended from 8.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. YATES: The number of bridges
spanning the river from Fremantle to
Guildford, a distance of approximately 25
miles, is only five. They arc the Fre-
mantle traffic bridge, Canning bridge, the
Causeway, Giarret-rd. bridge and the
Guildford bridge. That is not a large
number wheni we consider that we have
a population in the metropolitan area
reaching the 390,000 mark. The popula-
tion has increased from 100,000 at a time
when we had the same number of bridges.
I suggest to the Minister for Works that
when this position comes before him for
review, he should consider it in the light
of assisting a traffic problem and as a
means splitting the traffic to ease the con-
gestion on the east side of the city and
make It safer for bath motorists and
pedestrians. Trhe time is long overdue for
the departmmnt to consider the possibility
of beginning the construction of a bridge,
whether it be at the Narrows, or from the
foot of Barrack-st. across to Mends-st. or

from a spot further down Riverside Drive
diagonally to Coode-st.; or from the same
spot in Riverside Drive across the river
in the direction of Berwick-St. All those
Positions have been investigated and offer
possibilities for the construction of a
modern bridge.

The other Point I have in mind deals
with the recent reduction in fares on the
trains. When we consider the over-all
financial policy of this State and the
straits in which the Government finds itself
because of lack of funds, it is surprising
to me-and I think to many other mem-
bers-that the Government felt warranted
in reducing fares on the first section at
any rate on metropolitan bus and tram
services. The person who travels one sec-
Von only is the only one who gains any
relief from the high fares. Again, the
Government has removed the surcharge
which was placed on Sunday fares. I think
the removal of that penny per ticket sur-
charge would result in a loss of revenue
of at least £25,000 per annum, and I am
convinced that it has made no difference
to the number of passengers using trains
or buses on that day.

If the fares were 6d. or even higher on
a Sunday, the people that wanted to use
the transport would use it, irrespective of
whether the charge was Id. or 2d. higher
or lower. It is not usual for people travel-
ling on Sundays to do so on buses or
trains for any reason except to get to aL
certain place. Statistics prove that the
average home has a car. Those that have
cars do not use the transp~ort services,
and those that do not may have need to
use them. The removal of that Surcharge
has depleted the Treasury of approxi-
mately £25,000 Per annum and has
rendered it more difficult for the Govern-
ment to make ends meet.

With regard to week-day fare reduc-
tions, I would have thought that the Gov-
ernment would assist passenger's who paid
fares ranging from 7d. to 10d.; that they
would have been the ones who would have
been given some relief from the high cost.
But the assistance was given to Persons
paying only 4d., that amount having been
reduced to 3d. There again the Govern-
ment will lose a lot of revenue, but I do
not think the reduced fare will make any
difference to the number of passengers
using the trains. ferries or buses.

The Government is faced with ever-in-
creasing costs, as its predecessor was
during the preceding six years. Each
year finds the Government with a heavier
commitment and an ever-decreasing
means of producing revenue. Yet on the
one hand we find the Government reduc-
ing fares, and on the other hand making
statements that it went into an empty
Treasury and will find it difficult to face
such commitments as the building of
schools, hospitals and other public utili-
ties. The Minister for Transport would
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have been well advised to leave the posi-
tion at least a year or until he had been
in office long enough to have a complete
and over-all picture of the financial posh-
tion of the trains and buses, so that he
could see whether It would be possible to
effect a reduction. But the moment the
Government came Into office, it made
these concessions.

I believe that it was part of the Pre-
mier's policy to make a reduction in fares,
if possible. I am not opposed to that at
all, but I think the approach was made
the wrong way. The reduction was made
to apply on a Sunday when the average
worker is not affected. Those that travel
on a Sunday do so because, in the main,
they have to. Then again, during the
week the concession was not made to the
worker who, in the past, has been lauded
by members of the Labour Party in this
House when we have been discussing
freights and fares. I do not think this
problem has been tackled In a very satis-
factory way. Nothing can be done at the
moment, but if the Minister finds these
concessions have made no difference at
all to the revenue of the department,' or
that the reduction in fares has not made
these transport services more popular
with the public, I think the surcharge
should be reimposed and the increased
revenue which this Government so
urgently needs could thus be obtained.

There is one other matter with which
I wish to deal and that is the Zoological
Gardens in South Perth which have
a tie-up with the ferries, trains and
Government buses. The gardens are
situated in the centre of South Perth and
have been the means of making thousands
of people happy. Thousands of school
children G there year after year. and I
believe the lumpers from Fremantle have
their annual picnic there each year. In
fact, it is the venue of many people, both
from the country and the metropolitan
area. The publicity given to the use of
the ferry at the week-ends is not suffi-
cient to entice the public of the metro-
politan area, and in some cases country
visitors, to make the best use of this
Government transport service. If the
ferries were made more popular by in-
creased publicity and a better time table.
so that on week-ends and holidays, especi-
ally, a continuous service was available,
and people would know they would not
have to get on to crowded ferries, then not
only would the ferry service benefit from
the increased revenue but most certainly
the State Gardens Board would receive
further revenue.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member's
time has expired.

Mr. YATES: I congratulate you again,
Sir, upon being appointed Chairman of
Committees, and I trust that under Your
care this Chamber will at least have a
pleasant session ahead of it.

MR. HEARMAN (Blackwood) (7.40]: 1
wish to address a few remarks to the Min-
ister for Forests who, unfortunately, is not
In his seat. What I have to say is in
connection with the committee he recently
appointed to advise him on forestry mat-
ters. I am not suggesting that the Min-
ister should not set up a committee, but
I must say that during this last week-end
I received representations from quite a
number of people who are critical, to a
great extent, perhaps, because they do not
understand exactly what is being done or
why it is being done. The general impres-
sion current seems to be that the intention
of the Government is to dispense with the
services of the present Conservator of
Forests.

I do not suggest that the Government
has not a perfect right to dispense with
his services if it thinks fit. I know his
appointment has expired, and there is no
quarrel on the point that, If the Govern-
ment has sound reasons for dispensing with
his services, it can do so, but I must say
that quite a number of people are inter-
preting the fact of the appointment of
the committee as an action on the part
of the Government to discredit the con-
servator with a view to dispensing sub-
sequently with his services. The first criti-
cism that everybody offers is against the
personnel of the committee inasmuch as
It represents predominantly sawmilllng In-
terests, and there is no expert forester on
it.

The Minister for Lands: There are two
on it.

Mr. HEARMAN: There is nobody on it
with the qualifications of the present con-
servator.

The Minister for Lands: There are two
on it with high forestry qualifications.

Mr. HEARMAN: I do not think either
of them has the qualifications-

The Minister for Lands: You are not
sure of your facts.

Mr. HEARMAN: This is not a matter
of fact; I said it was the common criti-
cism, and it has been levelled because the
Minister's explanation of the committee--
the purpose for setting it up and its per-
sonnel-has been insufficient. I am tak-
ing the opportunity now to inform the
Committee in an effort to give the Minister
an opportunity to make a further explana-
tion to alleviate the unrest that is present
in some peoples' minds in respect of the
matter.

Mr. Bovell: Mr. Stoate has the highest
forestry qualifications of anyone in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Lawrence: He is past the retiring
age, Is he not?

Mr. HEARMIAN: No, he is 58. If the
Government wishes to dispense with his
services it is entitled to do so. but on the
committee there are people who represent
the sawmlulng interests. They are the
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secretary of the Sawmillers' Association
and Mr. Harris, the chairman, who is the
manager of the charcoal-iron works at
Wundowie. He may have forestry Quali-
fications, but it is not generally understood
that he has. Naturally, the general public
thinks he is more interested in sawmilllng:
than in anything else. This does not tend
to inspire confidence in the committee.
I do not wish to make a personal attack
on any member of the committee. As a
matter of fact, one member of it is par-
ticularly well known to me, and has been
for many years. I have the greatest per-
sonal regard for him, although I would
think his knowledge of timber matters was
meagre. I have met him thousands of
times and discussed various matters with
him, but never timber, and he has not
shown the least interest in it, to my know-
ledge; but nevertheless he has been ap-
pointed to this committee.

Some of the smaller sawmillers are con-
cerned because they are not all members
of one or other of the two associations
represented on the committee. Some are
not members of any association. They are
concerned, if the committee is to override
the conservator, who has watched their
interests in the past, to know just what
position they will find themselves in when
people who have the interests of other
sawmillers to watch are represented on the
committee. They wonder whether they
will get completely impartial treatment. I
am not suggesting It would not be impar-
tial, but r do say there are reasonable
grounds for a doubt to spring to the minds
of some of the smaller sawmillers.

I think also that some of the forestry
officers; are rather concerned, because they
are loyal to the conservator. They like
him and have a considerable respect for
him, and they know they may have to give
to the committee information which could
subsequently be used to discredit the con-
servator, or for something of that nature.
it places them in a rather difficult posi-
tion. This is a peculiar set-up, when one
considers it. We have the Forests Depart-
ment, headed by the conservator, and then
we have a committee of complete outsiders
who are to advise the Minister on all mat-
ters concerning the department, and this
committee appears to be weighted some-
what in the direction of certain interests.
We do not quite know what its function
or status is.

The civil servants are wondering where
they stand in the matter. They feel they
are in the position of having to serve two
masters, which is not a sound principle.
it is rather like having a price-fixing com-
mission and then appointing a committee
of the Retail Grocers' Association to advise
the minister direct. It does not make
sense. An action of this nature would
not Inspire confidence from members of
the Prices Branch, and it is only reason-
able to expect that a similar position would
result with respect to the forestry officers.

Another thing that is bad about it, in
view of the fact that the position at pre-
sent is not clear, is that the Government
is calling for applications for the position
of conservator. There is nothing wrong
with that, but I ask myself what the
result is likely to be to any man of self-
respect who is qualified to apply for the
job, if he knows beforehand that he can
be overridden by a committee which seems
to be heavily weighted in the interests of
the sawmillers, and which has direct access
to the Minister, and on which he himself
will have no official position. It has been
suggested that this committee was recom-
mended by the Royal Commissioner. Well,
it was not. A committee was recommended
by the Royal Commissioner to advise the
conservator on the questions of royalties
and concessions, amongst other things, but
it was not suggested that it should over-
ride the conservator.

If the appointment of the committee
were consistent with the recommendation
of the Royal Commissioner, there would
probably be very little criticism of it, but
the idea of overriding the conservator is
a grave element, and it has raised doubts
in the minds of a number of people in the
industry and of others who are interested
in forestry matters. It is an unusual pro-
cedure and, though I do not say it is not
justified, I am not at present able to say
that it is. The Minister could be a good
deal more informative than has so far
been the case. A further point is that
other interests Interwoven with forestry-
such as land settlement and agriculture
generally-do not seem to be particularly
well represented on this committee, some
of the members of which may have hidden
qualifications that are not known to the
public. Perhaps they have such qualifica-
tions and, if so, I think the position should
be cxplained to all concerned.

While the members of the committee
may be persons of the highest integrity I
feel it is necessary to follow the principle
of not only doing justice, but also appear-
ing to do justice, as it is desirable that
the sawmilling Interests, and particularly
the smaller operators, should retain con-
fidence in both the Minister and the de-
partment. They have confidence in the
present conservator and I would remind
members that many small sawrnillers have
not large concessions, but cut on temporary
permits, many being kept going simply on
his word. In Particular they are concerned
to know what alterations are likely to take
place, as they have thousands of pounds
tied up in the industry and many of them
are extending their plant.

They would like to know that any com-
mittee whose recommendations could
affect them would be completely impartial.
I do not suggest that this committee would
be biased, but Its very constitution makes
impartiality difficult. It is hard to serve
more than one master, and in the course of
its investigations such a committee would
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receive a great deal of confidential in-
formation about various sawinilling in-
terests. I hope the Minister or the Acting
Premier will give a further explanation
with regard to the appointment of this
committee and the selection of its p~rson-
nel. There is a widespread belief in the
industry that it is being appointed In an
effort to get rid of the present conservator.
That gentleman has been the subject of
investigation by both a Select Committee
and a Royal Commission-neither of which
found much wrong with his administration
-during the past year or so. It is not
in the interests of forestry matters gener-
ally in this State for the present position
of uncertainty to continue.

MR. OLOFIELD (Maylands) [7.551: 1
desire at the outset, Mr. Chairman, to
congratulate you on your election to the
office that you now occupy, and I know
from past experience that you will fill it
with dignity and impartiality. In this, my
opening speech as an Opposition member,
I will direct my remarks towards a matter
in which you, Sir, are vitally interested.
I refer to Guildford-road. I have in this
Chamber on many occasions given the his-
tory of that road and of how the question
has been shelved. Almost 12 months ago
an agreement was drawn up between the
Government of the day and the Perth,
Bayswater and Bassendean Road Boards.
Those local authorities agreed to the pro-
position put forward by the Government,
under which they were to contribute to-
wards a fund to be spent on Guildford-
road at the rate of £10,000 per annum.

After that agreement had been signed
the previous Government had a survey of
the road made. The engineers conducted
the necessary inquiries and assessments
and took out estimates, following which
the work was commenced early this year.
A small section of the road was put into
reasonable order in the Bassendean Road
Board area. That work was completed
about March last, but nothing further has
been done. The road boards concerned are
anxious to know when the Government
intends to get on with the job in accord-
ance with the agreement, particularly as a
considerable portion of the necessary money
has been contributed by them in loss of
revenue resulting from road transport fees
and the ordinary traffic allocation-

Mr. Yates: What was the total contri-
bution by each?

Mr. OLDFIELD: I believe it was 50 per
cent. by the local authorities and 50 per
cent. contributed by the Government.

Mr. Lawrence: Why do you refer to it as
a loss of revenue?

Mr. OLDFIELD: The agreement was that
those local authorities should forego a cer-
tain percentage of the traffic fees normally
made available by the Local Government
Department at various times during each
year, as well as their allocations from the

Transport Board, in addition to which
they should contribute out of their own
revenue £2 Us. per chain in the case of
the Perth Road Board, 30s. per chain on
the part of the Bayswater Road Board and
15s. per chain from the Bassendean Road
Board-

Mr. Lawrence: Which Government made
the arrangement?

Mr. OLDFIELD: The preceding Govern-
ment. Work was started during the year
and ceased some time in March last, since
when nothing further has been done on
that road. During the last election mem-
bers of the present Government made a
great song and dance about the penny
surcharge, and I believe In that in some
areas the election was practically won on
that issue, but since coming into office
the Government has removed the sur-
charge and has made a cry about empty
coffers. in its election pamphlets it put
forward certain propositions and even on
the hustings present Ministers, as Leaders
of their Party, told the people that by re-
ducing fares they would make our trans-
port system an economic proposition. in
another place tonight a question was asked
as to the effect on the Tramway Depart-
ment of the removal of the 1d. surcharge,
the answer given being "Reduction in the
cost of week-end travel to tram and bus
travellers and loss of revenue to the Gov-
ernment."

The Minister for Railways: Do you be-
lieve in penalising the worker who has to
travel, with his family, at week-ends?

Mr. OLDFIELD:- I will come to that in
a minute. A further question asked In
another place was, "Has this contributed
towards the increasing losses on Govern-
ment buses and trains as revealed in the
Press?" and the answer was. "Yes. It was
never anticipated that the amount of in-
creased patronage received as the result
of the abolition of the week-end surcharge
would compensate for the loss of revenue.
The imposition of a penalty on week-end
travellers is considered to be bad In policy.
If the penalty rates Incurred on wages are
to be recouped, it should be done by an
oveorall charge during the week and
not confined to week-end travellers."
Are we going to make an overall charge?
A further question asked in another place
was "Alternatively, has there been a com-
penlsating gain on weekend traffic in extra
earnings or passenger journeys?" The
answer was "The number of weekend pas-
senger journeys has not increased."

This is the wonderful scheme that was
put up to the people last February! This
Government said, "Put us in office and we
will reduce fares; we will carry more
people on the buses and trains; we will
give you a better service and you will have
cheaper fares. Make us the Government
and we will run the country properly
and get it out of its economic difficul-
ties." In continuation of the answer to
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the above question the Chief Secretary
said, "This could be attributed to excep-
tionally rainy weekends." I will admit the
answer was a bit "wet".

Mr. Lawrence: Perhaps they are buy-
ing motorcars.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Possibly that is what
has happened. I was at the Fremantle
wharf the other day and I saw plenty of
motorcars there.

The Minister for Railways: It is an
awful thing to see a working man with
a motorcar.

Mr. Lawrence: They are more entitled
to them than is the member for May-
lands.

Mr. OLDFIELD: If the sums of money
earned by the lumpers were any criterion
they would be able to afford three motor-
cars to my one.

Hon. L. Thorn: You are right there.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We will see that

you get an Increase.
Mr. OLDFlELD: I will vote for that,

too. However, this is a matter of urgency.
I read that in July, 1952, the Tramway
Department sustained a loss of £8,000 but
in July, 1953, with the removal of the.
penny surcharge, the department had to
absorb a loss of £18,000.

The Minister for Railways: D~o you
think the abolition of the weekend sur-
charge cost £10,000 in a month.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Tonight the member
for South Perth estimated a loss of about
£25,000 per annum.

The Minister for Railways: There Is no
harm In an estimate.

Mr. Perkins: But we want to find out.
Mr. OLDF'IELD: Can we be told?
Mr. Yates: it would not be far short

of it.
The Minister for Railways: We will ar-

range for it to be reimposed in Maylands
and South Perth. We can do that if you
want it reinstated.

Hon. L. Thorn: You are not game to do
it.

The Minister for Railways: If you want
it like that we can help you.

Mr. OLDPIELD: Now let me carry on!
I was asked earlier "Do you stand for the
penny surcharge being imposed upon the
workers?" I gave my answer to that. The
answers given in another place indicated
that the costs should be borne by all pas-
sengers, which means that not only the
weekend passengers will suffer. but also
those who travel on the trains during the
week. I asked a question of the Premier
on opening day in regard to this subject.
I asked him to reconcile a statement he
had made with some of the remarks that
appeared in his Policy Speech. He
answered me in a jocular manner, pos-
sibly because it might have been a little
difficult to answer my question. However,

it appears now from the answer given by
the Minister by way of interjection that
we Can expect increases not only in rail-
way freights and fares but also in tram
fares.

The Minister for Railways: I will adopt
that schedule of fare and freight increases
that was put in cold storage by your Gov-
ernment when it went out. It did not have
the backbone to introduce it.

Mr. OLDFILD: It is not a question of
what our Government might have done.
We were always being torn to pieces by
the then Opposition for whatever we did
and now the present Government says it
will do the same thing. However, we
might be able to do something for the
workers without being criticised.

Another imposition on workers is the
increase in water rates and valuations. I
do not intend to argue about the increased
water rate and I agree that it is time cer-
tain areas were revalued. But why select
one or two areas and increase the rates
there by 100 per cent.? There are people
in Nedlands, South Perth, Cottesloe and
Claremont who are in a position to pay
increased rates, so why not do that first?
Why impose them on the workers of May-
lands and Inglewood? The department is
prepared to accept the annual valuation
adopted by the municipalities but in the
road board areas, where the boards are
working on unimproved rating valuations.
the department makes its own valuations.
Probably the Perth City Council is re-
garded as the -acme of perfection in its
valuations.

Mr. Yates: It is a law unto itself.
Mr. OLDFIELD: I think it is. Today

people in Victoria Park are pa~ying less
than £5 per annum. for water rates on a
house whereas people in Inglewood who
have a house of no greater value are pay-
ing £10 for water rates. In other words,
a house in Victoria Park, costing approxi-
mnately £3,000 to purchase, is rated at less
than £5 per annum whereas in Inglewood
a house purchased at the same price is
rated in excess of £10. There are many
other matters which can be discussed
later in the debate so I will close by once
again offering you, Sir, my congratula-
tions upon attaining your present position.

HON. L. THORN (Toodray) [8.71: We
are all aware of the fact that our Premier
has gone to Canberra with a view to get-
ting as much Loan money as Possible and
that has enabled the Acting Premnier to
bring forward the Supply Bill. Before his
departure, the Premier gave this announce-
ment to the week-end Press--

Hawke suspects election bait if Conm-
monwealth prunes .tax handout.

£40,000,000 in dispute.
Premier A. R, G. Hawke, who left

last night for the Premiers' Confer-
ence, said it would be extremely bad
for Australia generally if the Common-
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wealth forces the States to accept less
than they need, so that the Common-
wealth may be able to do those things
considered necessary to enable it to
win the next Federal election.

I think the public is a Pretty fair judge of
propaganda and announcements such as
this, we can truthfully say, are propa-
ganda for the Labour Party at the
next Federal election. It is all very well
to say. "If the Commonwealth does not
give the States all the funds they need-"
If the States attended a Loan Council
meeting and were given all the money they
needed they would be employing everybody.

The Minister for Health: Do not you
think they should?

Hon. L. THORN: I definitely do not.
Mr. Lawrence: You think they should

crawl for it?
Hon. L. THORN: No. I would like to

see a fully employed and happy working
community. That is my policy. Then,
in today's issue of "The West Australian,"
there appears the following:-

Rail Freights.
Mr. Hawke told the Premiers' Con-

ference that Western Australia would
need an extra £4,500,000 in tax com-
pensation this year. Anything less
than this would mean curtailing ser-
vices or increasing charges.

The State Government believed that,
by all-round Increases in freights and
fares, it could increase revenue by
£2,000,000. but realised that any freight
increase would affect the gold industry.

What about the rural industry? What
about the farmer?

the Minister for Railways: Yes, on 18s.
6d. a bushel!

Hon. L. THORN: Continuing-
Western Australia felt that the Com-

monwealth should say whether it was
in the interest of Western Australia
to hold freights and fares at their
present level or whether W.A. railway
users should pay higher charges in the
interest of reducing taxation Paid by
Australians generally.

That is "passing the buck," and it is merely
a means of making preparation for the
Labour Party to come back and say that
the Commonwealth Government would not
agree to the proposal. Why should it?
The State railways are a responsibility of
the Government of this State. Continuing
the quotation-

Under a Commonwealth decision
that W.A. railway rates should be un-
changed, the State would need an
extra £4,500,000.

If the Commonwealth believed
Federal tax reduction to be paramount,
then the State. after adding £2,000,000
to Its railway charges, could balance
its budget with £2,800,000 extra tax
reimbursement.

In regard to that, several speakers tonight
have drawn attention to the fact that one
of the first things the Government did
after taking office was to waive the Id.
surcharge on fares during the week-end.

The Minister for Railways: And ex-
tremely proud of it we are, too!

Hon. L. THORN: The Minister may be
proud of it. but the fact remains that
it was extra revenue and the Government
could not afford to give it away.

The Minister for Railways: It was an
imposition by the previous Government on
the worker and his family when travelling
at the weekend.

Hon. L,. THORN: What was wrong with
it? The railways incur greater running
costs at the weekend than during the
week. Men are employed on Saturdays and
Sundays when the rest of the community
are resting.

The Minister for Railways: And it is on
those days that a man takes his wife and
family out for some recreation.

Hon. L. THORN: That is all right, but
the fact remains that those people are rest-
ing while the servants of the tramways
and railways are rendering a service for
which they receive double pay and there-
fore the Id. surcharge was not unreason-
able. With reference to the extra trains
that the Government is running during the
week and at the weekend, I would point
out that half of them are running empty.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, half
of them are running at a loss in the same
way as half of the trains on the agricul-
tural lines are running at a 90 per cent.
loss.

Hon. L. THORN: They are nothing of
the sort.

The Minister for Railways: They are.
Hon. L. THORN: It is on the agricul-

tural lines that train-load after train-load
of wheat and wool is carried. That is the
only freight loading that is paying today.
and yet the farmer is to have more
charges loaded on to him. Although it
is understandable, I was rather surprised
to hear members of my own party thank-
ing the Government on its motion and
agreeing to adjourn the House at 6.15
p.m. on Thursdays.

Mr. Perkins: Be fair! The motion was
for the House to meet at 2.15 p.m. on
Thursdays~

Hon. L. THORN: Yes, it is to meet at
2.15 on those days to give the Govern-
ment an opportunity of adjourning at 6.15
p.m. so that the representatives of country
electorates can return to their homes at
a reasonable hour. The previous Govern-
niEnt would have been able to adopt the
same procedure as this Government is
endeavouring to do if it had not been for
the long speeches that were made in this
House on alunite. plaster, bricks, the
Syrex wasp and the Austrian pre-fab
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bhouses. If members will study "Hansard"
it will be found that hours and hours of
discussion took place on those subjects
which were thrashed time and time again.
Therefore, the Government did not have
the opportunity to progress with its legis-
lation. If I had been leading the Govern-
ment at that time I would have applied
the gag on several occasions. I do not
know how long I would have lasted, but
I would have taken the chance in order
to get through the business of the House
and thus allow our farmer friends to get
away to their constituents.

Mr. Lawrence: More excuses!
Hon. L. THORN: That is no excuse

but a fact, and the member for South
Fremantle knows it only too well, because
he thrashed many subjects time and time
again.

Mr. Lawrence: The hon. member is not
doing a bad job now.

Hon. L, THORN: I now wish to refer
to the extension of the electricity mains
to my own electorate. A deputation from
the people in the hills district waited
upon the Minister in charge of electricity
and' works only recently and obtained
some definite information as to when they
could expect the electricity mains to be
extended to their district. As the mem-
ber for Victoria Park knows, for many
years I lived away from the electricity
mains and bad to put up with kerosene
lamps and candles.. If we desired to pro-
vide our own power, we had to purchase
a small generating plant. The greatest
amenity that can be provided for the
people in the country is electricity. Such
a facility in the home which enables the
housewife to use many electrical ap-
pliances, is a great boon as is also power
to pump water which Is essential for in-
creased production.

I think It is correct that the Acting
Premier announced last year that he was
concerned about the future of the veget-
able-growing industry and the growing of
other produce for our own requirements.
Increased production of primary produce
can easily be achieved by extending elec-
tric power into those areas such as Wan-
neroo where many vegetable gardens are
conducted. Also, there are large strips
of country that can be opened up for fur-
ther production. The time is fast ap-
proaching when all the hills districts can
be fully and efficiently developed for the
production of primary products. All of
that area is close to the city and is not
being used to its fullest extent. Produc-
tion can be obtained in an area within
a radius of 20 or 30 miles of the G.P.O..
Perth.

When I was Minister for Lands I did
all I could to have bulldozers made avail-
able to those people so that they could
progress with their clearing. Recently
I wrote a letter in regard to the exten-
sion of electric power and light to the

Upper Swan district which is within a
15-mile radius of the metropolis, but the
reply was that the extension could not
be made because it was not an economical
proposition. That would be Quite in order
if we were to take the question of econ-
omics into consideration all the time. But
the provision of electricity Is an amenity
that has been granted to many
other areas where I know economics
were never studied. For example,
I will not believe that it was an economical
proposition to extend the electricity mains
from Fremantle to Rockingham. If the
provision of electricity and water Is to be
studied from the point of view of econ-
omics, the people in many parts of our
State will never enjoy such privileges.

The Minister for Health: Electricity is
more than a necessity.

Hon. L. THORN: Yes, if we are to in-
crease our production there is no doubt
that electric power is more than a necessity.
In view of the fact that our population
is increasing at such a rapid rate, it Is
essential that we produce more, and it
can be done only if the people are given
the facilities with which to increase pri-
mary production.

The Minister for Health: We are not
disagreeing with the hon. member.

Hon. L. THORN: The Minister for
Health and I do not often disagree, so I
can quite understand his making that
remark because I know he has a very
clear view of the picture and a very good
understanding of it. I do not want to
say any more at this stage. Like other
members, after giving the matter real and
serious thought. I have come to the con-
clusion that we would all do very well If
we took the advice of the Acting Premier
and aired our grievances on this Supply
Bill.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) t8.21): We
have been advised strongly to air our
grievances and, since I have listened to
a number of grievances being aired, they
have given me a grievance also. The hon.
member who has just sat down complained
bitterly about the levying of the week-end
surcharge. He said it is revenue we can-
not afford to lose; it is not an cconomic
proposition. When he refers to the ex-
tension of electricity into his electorate and
he gets the reply that it is not an economic
proposition, that is a different story! Those
arguments in the same speech are not
good technique, and I would like to com-
plain of that particular matter as it con-
cerns other speakers who sit in the same
region. Quite early in this debate we heard
from both the member for Stirling and
the member for Roe complaints about
losses in the railway passenger service in
the City area. It would appear that that
particular idea is to be thrashed unmerci-
fully because the members concerned real-
Ise that the major loss in the railw~ys
stemns from the fact that produce from
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the country is being hauled at a loss; at a
severe operating lass for practically every
major line that is hauled.

Mr. Perkins: The proportion is less.
Mr. JOHNSON: The proportion may

perhaps be slightly less, but the volume
is a great deal more. If we are to consider
things economically, there is no doubt that
country rail freights must be raised. If
that is done, then there may be some reason
for raising passenger train fares in the
metropolitan area. But the major loss is
a country loss: it is a -loss which has ac-
cumulated from a period which most of us
remember quite clearly; that is, when the
country people were having a very bad
time during the depression, and freights
were naturally scheduled very low. These
things, have to be kept in proportion.

Mr. Ackland: Do you know they are
second highest in Australia?

Mr. JOHNSON: That may be, but the
railways still run at a loss and it Ill be-
comes people who are receiving a very
large subsidy from the taxpayers for their
own purpose-granted they themselves are
taxpayers-to complain about somebody
else receiving a subsidy. r am not com-
plaining that the country people have re-
ceived a benefit; that is not my complaint.
My complaint is that people who are re-
ceiving a benefit should object to other
folk receiving a different benefit. One
has to be fair about these things.

Mr. Mann: What about Kalgoorlie?
Mr. JOHNSON: Other places have other

benefits. I do think it is necessary to be
reasonably consistent, and that is one of
my complaints. I complain about the
inconsistency with which we have been
showered this evening. There are a couple
of other points of a somewhat similar
nature that I wish to mention. The sug-
gestion in regard to traffic lights on Stirl-
ing-highway is a very sound one in many
ways, but it was suggested that that should
be financed by the Rural and Industries
Bank. I am not saying that it is 'im-
possible for that to be done, but that
bank is a rural bank and an industries
bank. it is not a bank which has been
set up to provide amsnities for traffic.

Hon. C. F. J. North: It has its own
securities.

Mr. JOHNSON: It has its own particular
purposes which are purposes with which
the member for Claremont dealt in that
part of his speech concerning develop-
ment. The Rural and Industries Bank is
a small bank, a young bank, and it is
advisable that it should be brought for-
ward in a smooth, capable and balanced
manner. In particular, it should be used
for the development of the State. Traffic
lights are an amenity, but hardly a de-
velopment. There again the two parts of
the speech relating to traffic lights and
the Colombo Plan show, I feel, a degree
of inconsistency.

Hon. C. F. J. North: They were not even
related at all in the speech.

Mr. JOHNSON: I listened to the whole
of the speech and to my mind the two
parts of it showed an inconsistency of
pattern and thought. From the speeches I
have listened to it is apparent there is aL
further inconsistency in regard to the price
of butter, and I would like to quote from
the same report from which the member
for Stirling quoted when he referred to the
cost of butter. The report indicates how
the cost Is worked out and he complains
that the apparent increase was not recom-
mended.

Hon. A. F. Watts: Did I complain?
Mr. JOHNSON: That was. I thought,

the intention of the hon. member's re-
marks.

Hon. A. F. Watts: We will look at the
exact words.

Mr. JOHNSON: I would not say It was
a very bitter complaint, but it certainly
did seem to me to be questioning the fact.

Hon. A. F. Watts: That is a different
matter.

Mr. JOHNSON: If that question is not
intended to be in the nature of a com-
plaint. then I misunderstood it. I would
like to say that the basis of these costs
would indicate that when they were set
out the industry was particularly well
treated, and it has been particularly well
treated in the adjustments that have been
made since. For instance, there is the
increase of .92d. per lb. under the heading
'labour" under "cash costs" and .92d. per
lb. under the heading "labour" under
"imputed costs." Under the first heading
the increase is one-eleventh of the total
amount, but during the period under re-
view from June, 1952. to June, 1953, the
increase in the basic wage was one-
fourteenth.

If we regard that as the coverage on
which these things are normally quoted,
it would appear to have been an increase
of .17 per cent. Interest is charged against
cost at the borrowing rate, but if it were
regarded as an investment-an income-
producing property should be so regarded
-the interest rate could conceivably have
been the same rate as the Yield from
Government bonds. In many ways, this
dissection of costs indicates that the in-
dustry has been very well treated. With-
out having delved Into the matter very
closely, I consider that the report Indicates
that there was no disadvantage to the
industry through not having been granted
the increase. Apparently, for several years
the value of dairy cattle has not been fall-
ing. If that is so, people must feel that
there is a living in the industry. I have
made these few remarks because I con-
sider that members on this side of the
Chamber have a complaint on the score
of inconsistency on the part of members
opposite.
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There is only one complaint I wish to
make on behalf of my electors, It is
becoming very difficult to find employment
for the older men. When an alder man,
or a man with some small physical handi-
cap, becomes unemployed, it is becoming
increasingly difficult to find a place for
him. When I1 refer to an older man, I
wean one over the age of 45 or 50. There
is still little difficulty in finding employ-
ment for younger men, but to place the
older men is very hard.

We would be justified in asking the Gov-
ernment to have some special study made
of the problem of the handicapped work-
ers--those who are physically handicapped
and those who are handicapped by reason
of age. Employers show a definite pre-
ference for younger men, and I cannot
blame them for that because it is a very
natural preference to show, but there must
be some place for the alder men and some
employment for handicapped persons, and
some definite study and planning are
necessary to keep those people in useful
employment. I ask that some study be
made of this problem. It Is one that has
quite a considerable bearing in the Leeder-
yulle electorate.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [8.34]: 1
should like, Mr. Chairman, even at the
risk of Its becoming a little monotonous.
to congratulate you on having been elected
to occupy the position of Chairman of
Committees during the life of this Par-
liament. I believe that you will fill the
position with satisfaction to members gen-
erally and that you will do your utmost
to be impartial in the decisions you may
be called upon to make.

I take this opportunity to speak,' par-
ticularly on account of the remarks which
have fallen from the member for Leeder-
villc. In the first place, I should mention
how interested I was in the statement of
the Premier after his return from abroad.
He came back full of appreciation for
what the people of the United Kingdom
were doing, the work they were perform-
ing, and the manner in which they were
meeting their responsibilities, both to in-
dustry and to their country. Last year.
Parliament did me the honour of sending
me to represent it at the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference in Canada, and
the greatest regret I have is that every
member of this Parliament did not have
a similar opportunity to see what is being
done in that country.

I returned full of fear for Western Aus-
tralia, and indeed for Australia generally.
In Canada. we found that every section
of the community, whether doing the most
menial Jobs or whether filling positions
as executives, was pulling its weight and
doing the job well, with the result that
the Dominion is going ahead by leaps and -
bounds, and that primary and secondary
industries are increasing at a rate that

we can hardly believe, even when we see
the figures. When one reads of the wrang-
lig at the Loan Council meetings in Can-
berra, where the Premiers have been In
conflict, one feels even more appreciative
of what one saw in Canada.

There is nothing wrong with Australians
if they will do the job. They can do it
as well as anyone in the world. They have
proved themselves equal, and even
superior, to others in every branch of
activity when the pressure has been ap-
plied. The trouble is that we have become
imbued with an idea of the importance
of leisure, even to the extent of believing
that we need not work very hard, and
so day by day we are falling further be-
hind. Leisure never yet filled empty
stomachs, and I am sure that this country
will have many empty stomachs unless our
people pull up their socks, if I may be
permitted a, colloquialism, and show
greater industry.

I have great sympathy for Mr. Menzies
and' Mr. Fadden in their dealings with the
States. I consider that the States are
getting just about all they deserve, and
possibly a little more. State Governments
have been displaying an absolute disre-
gard of the value of money. I ask the
Acting Premier not to concede a single
penny in excess of the estimated cost of
any undertaking in this State. If the
undertaking be a building for which plans
and specifications have been drawn up by
the Architectural Branch of the Works
Department, or anything else, it should
be carried out at the cost estimated. I
believe that the difficulties confronting us
and the high cost of living prevailing
today are largely due to the extravagance
of Governments.

Reference was made by the member for
Leederville to railway freights. Again, I
wish that members could have been with
me in the State of Saskatchewan and
seen that country, where there is a larger
percentage of barren land than we have--
ours barren because of dryness, and theirs
by reason of ice and frost. We find that
although that country had only that area,
there was a population of 854,000; whereas
we, in Western Australia, with 1,000,000
square miles, had a population of 830,000.
Yet the biggest town in the whole of that
Province was one of 60,000 people-a place
called Regina. They have adopted a policy
of decentralisation and of encouraging
people to go into the country and produce.

I was in a town called Saskatoon. and
found that the authority responsible for
the provision of such amenities as electric
lighlt and sewerage never extended those
services beyond the extent of the municipal
area until that area was built up. We were
shown instances of people living on one
side of the road having sewerage and gas
and those on the other side having none.
The Idea was that there was a limit to
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how far such amenities should be extended
and the people had to build In the pre-
scribed area before it was increased.

All the public services in our metropoli-
tan area are carried on at a loss. We have
55 per cent. of the people of this huge
State living in the metropolitan area. Three
out of five of the population of Western
Australia urban are not producing any-
thing in the way of revenue from oversea.
None of our secondary industries can
compete on any oversea market. Take,
for instance, Chamberlain's tractors? We
are all very pleased to have those tractors
manufactured in Western Australia. but
we pay a bounty of £240 so that they can
compete with tractors from oversea. The
latter not only have a long sea voyage here
and have to compete against our exchange
rate, but they have also to compete against
a very high tariff barrier.

Those in our secondary industries
whether it be the executives or the men
who do the Job, do not compare at all fav-
ourably with the people in Canada. Here
there is a constant agitation for ever-in-
creasing tariffs and no effort seems to be
made to step up efficiency. The manage-
ment here is not good. I understand that
during the war the manpower officers had
to complain just as strongly about absen-
teeismn -on the part of the management of
our industries as against absenteeism by
those who did the manual side of the work
in our factories. The cost of producing
anything in Australia today is far more
than it need be. Once upon a time I used
to think that the biggest enemy we had
in this country was the trade union move-
ment. I1 still think that. It is still not
by any means playing the game 100 per
cent. But I have come to the conclusion
that the manufacturers and distributors
are not playing the game even as much as
the trade unions are. In Canada we came
across huge factories such as we do not
think of in this country. We found the
owners-and some were millionaires-with
their coats off and their sleeves rolled up,
working just as hard as the men who swept
the floors.

We could follow the raw product going
in at one end and coming out as a manu-
factured article at the other and every-
body seemed to be giving of his best. It
made one realise just how far we were
falling short in this country. The only
thing that is keeping Australia today is
its secondary industries. In 1939 butterfat
was sold at Is. 5d. per lb. and in 1953 it is
being sold at 4s. 71jd., yet the dairy farmer
cannot make a living. We know that he is
not making a good living at that price.
With regard to wheat, the cost of produc-
tion a few years ago was down below 5s.
Per bushel. In 1951-52 it was 10s. 7d. Last
year it was 11$. ld. What it will be this
year has not been divulged, but I think It
will be somewhere about 12$. 7d. or 12s.
8d. That Is brought about by many fac-
tors.

It may interest members to know that
all the costs on a farm have increased on
an average by 450 per cent, since 1939.
I admit that the wheatgrowers, the same
as every other industry In this country,
could produce more and could do it at
a cheaper rate; but they would need to be
able to purchase their commodities- at a
reasonable price from the people who make
them. in 1909 I bought my first machin-
ery. The best harvester in those days cost
£99 and one had 31 years to pay for It.
The price today is a little more than £500
for the same type of machine. it has been
improved; but the one of the earlier period
was knocked out on the blacksmith's anvil
in the blacksmith's shop and not mass pro-
duced. At that time a binder cost £36
as against £300 today. A drill cost £51
then, but more than £300 now. Super.
was £3 10s. per ton; last year we paid £16.
And so It goes on. Railway freights in
Western Australia are by far the highest in
the Commonwealth except New South
Wales.

The Minister for Railways: Nonsense!
Mr. ACKLAND: I will give the figures

at a later stage.
The Minister for Railways: What figures?
Mr. ACKLAND: The figures dealing with

railway freights.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.

member's time has expired.
Mr. ACKLAND: May I give one more set

of figures?
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member's

time has expired.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [8.50]: I wish to
give the member for Leederville a set of
figures. When I spoke earlier I asked the
Minister for Railways to let us know the
result of the alterations which this Gov-
ernment had made, particularly in re-
spect to the metropolitan tramways. I did
not, as .the member for Leederville tried
to imply, advocate a set-up whereby
metropolitan passengers were to be
penalised. That was beside the point with
respect to the question I was discussing.
For the edification of the member for
Leederville. who does not seem to have
studied the railway figures before making
his speech tonight, I propose to give the
actual figures, as compiled by the Railway
Commissioners, for the year ended the
30th June, 1950. The latest figures we
can get are for 1952, but unfortunately
the middle of the year was affected by
the railway strike and the figures are in-
complete.

The latest figures I can obtain do not
give a fair statement of the present posi-
tion, so I am hopeful the Minister for
Railways will tell us Just what the up-to-
date figures are. For the year ended the
30th June, 1950, the suburban passenger
services earnings were £180,400 and the
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operating expenses were £518,489, making
an excess of expenses over earnings, ex-
cluding interest altogether in each in-
stance, of £338,089. That means to say
that the excess of expenditure over earn-
ings was double the earnings, practically.

The Minister for Railways: Are those
figures three years old?

Mr. PERKINS: They are the figures at
the 30th June, 1950.

The Minister for Railways: They are
three years old and are completely out of
date and misleading.

Mr. PERKINS: That is the position I
am asking the Minister to explain and
rectify. I strongly suspect that the latest
figures are much worse than these. The
indications from the Railways Commis-
sion at the time were that the metro-
politan passenger services were rapidly
4leteriorating. For the country passenger
services the earnings were £998,244 and
the operating expenses £1,410,853, making
an excess of expenses over earnings of
£412,609, which is to say that the earn-
ings were 70 per cent. of the operating
expenses as against 34 per cent. for the
suburban services. The figures for the
goods services, which show up the best
of all railway operations, are that the
earnings were £4,483,781 and the operat-
ing expenses £5,263,584, so that the earn-
ings were 85 per cent. of the operating
expenses. We can see from these figures
that the position Is much different from
what the member for Leederville thinks.

I realise the position is difficult enough
in each instance, but what I am interested
in is for the Minister for Railways to tell
us just what the present position is: and
if, as I suspect, the Government is making
a huge loss on the additional services it
has introduced into the metropolitan area,
coupled with the deletion of the penny
surcharge on fares at the weekend , I say
the Premier has a very poor case indeed
in trying to induce the Commonwealth
Government to help him out of the par-
ticular financial difficulty he Is in at the
present time. I hope some member of the
Government wiil comment on the actual
position at the moment because the only
figures I have are three years old. Mem-
bers of the Government will naturally
have some returns that are more up to
date, and I think the Committee is en-
titled to hear them.

HON. L. THORN .(Toodysy) [8.56]: 1
would like to develop further my discussion
on electricity in the Hills district. At the
deputation to the Minister I mentioned the
position of Chidlow, which Is a busy rail-
way centre requiring a large amount of
lighting. For years now an engine and
plant have been running at the station.
right in the town, banging and blazing
away all night and keeping awake the

People living in the vicinity. At the same
time we have the main passing within a
mile of the town. I cannot understand
why the Commission does not link up Chid-
low. I know a transformer will be re-
quired to break down the current, but I
feel that if ever an extension was justi-
fied, from an economic point of view, it
is in this instance, because the engine runs
all night and sometimes during the day
as well and It requires attention.

I know the area is scattered, and at the
present the Power could not be extended
too far, but there are several houses within
the width of a street of Chidlow station,
and I feel it would be profitable if pressure
could be brought to bear so that this par-
ticular facility could be extended to Chid-
low. I know the people in the Hills dis-
trict are today feeling more contented re-
garding the future because they have been
given the dates on which towns like Parker-
yulle, Stoneville, Mt. Helena, Sawyers
Valley and Cilidlow will be linked up, but
Chidlow is not on the programme Until
1954. 1 feel that from an administrative
point of view it would be of great advan-
tage if the power were taken to the station,
where a lot of light is required because all
our main-line trains pass through it. if
this were done, the present plant could
be done away with, and the linking up
would be quite a business undertaking. I
hope the Minister will take note of what
I have said and will make further in-
quiries to see whether it would be possible
to have the extension made.

BON. 3. B. SLEEVAN (Fremantle)
19.01: 1 rise to speak, Mr. Chairman, be-
cause I am anxious to prevent certain
moneys being collected from a particular
source and paid into Consolidated Revenue.
I refer to a large piece of land in the area,
of Preston Point at East Fremantle which
the then Minister for Lands proposed, dur-
ing last session, to sell by auction. Many
years ago that land was reserved for
workers' homes and for that Purpose has
been held for a long time. In 1941 the
then Minister for Lands, Hon. F. Wise.
brought down a Bill to excise portion of
an "A" class reserve and add it to this
area, in order to make easier subdivision
for the purpose of building workers' homes.
During last session the then Minister for
Lands decided that he would no longer
hold'that land for the building of workers'
homes but would sell it by public auction.

The matter was fully ventilated in this
Chamber and a wonderful case was put
forward on that occasion, members being
told that if the contemplated action were
taken. it would be both legally and morally
wrong, I wholeheartedly agreed with that.
On interviewing the Minister for Lands
I find now that he has agreed to hand
this land over to the Workers' Homes
Board at something like Lao per block but
that organisation believes that the land,
at such a price, would be too dear for
workers' homes. It is not right that such
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a price should be placed on that land which
was purchased by the Government a long
time ago at a reasonable figure.

Had it not been for the lack of activity
on the part of various Governments in
the past, homes would have been built for
workers on that land. However, successive
Governments have put forward excuses
such as lack of money, material or labour,
as the reason for holding that land vacant.
We have heard much of unearned incre-
ment and It is solely that factor that has
Increased the value of this land. People
have built nearby, local authorities have
constructed roads and the Tramway
Department has run a bus route close to
the area concerned, with the result that
we are now told that this land is too ex-
pensive for workers' homes. In spite of
that, such homes will be built there if I
can do anything towards that end.

mhere is very little suitable land left
in the Fremantle district for the construc-
tion of workers' homes, unless they are to
be built near the sanitary depot. It will
be nothing but a confidence trick, as was
said last year, if this land is allowed to
be put up for auction, because if that is
done men with money will buy ft and
hold it in order to get the benefit of further
increases in value. That would be quite
wrong. The Workers' Homes Board states
that certain sections of the Act prevent
the making available of that land to the
worker at a reasonable price, but I think
the Minister for Housing has a lot of say
in what is to be charged for these blocks.
I trust that they will be reserved for the
workers, for whom the land was originally
intended.

MR. BRADY (Ouildford - Midland)
19.5]: Some two years ago the State Elee-
tricity Commission took over the electricity
supply in the Bassendean district and up
to date that road board has received no
payment. It is now anxious to have the
matter settled, as two years Is a long time
to walt for £30,000 or £40,000. I hope the
Minister will have regard to the desire of
the road board In this matter. The people
of my electorate are alarmed at the rumour
that the building of a public hospital in
their area has been removed from No. 1
priority to about sixth place. It has been
runoured that four or five other hospitals
are to be built before this one, but that
would be entirely wrong in view of the fact
that there are approximately 30,000 people
to be served In this and surrounding dis-
tricts.

The story is that it is the Intention to
build a public hospital in the vicinity of
Rockinghamn before that at Midland Junc-
tion, but it would be a grave injustice if
the Minister for Health or the Govern-
ment allowed that to be done. The Guild-
ford-Midland area depends entirely on two
private hospitals and the building of a
public hospital there is long overdue. I

understand that a panel of doctors re-
commended, three years ago, that the next
public hospital to be built should be in the
Midland Junction area. In view of what
I have said, I hope and trust that that
course will be followed.

MR. OWEN (Darling Range) [9.61: I
desire, first, to congratulate you, Mr. Chair-
man, on having been elected to your high
office, which I am sure you will fill im-
partially. Much has been said about the
Increase in valuations and water rates in
parts of the metropolitan area. One sym-
pathises with those who have to pay the
higher rates but they are fortunate inas-
much as, although they are called upon to
pay increased charges, they do receive some
service in return, whereas in parts of the
area I represent, although water rates and
valuations have been increased by as much
as 100 Per cent., some of the residents do
not get supplies of water. Many of them,
in the area from Darlington to Mundaring,
although asked to pay higher rates, do not
receive any increased supply of water. As
members know, when the general water
rate Is increased, the consumer is allowed
a greater quantity before excess rates are
charged, but in the districts to which I have
referred there are many who, because of
inadequate capacity of the tanks and the
age and small bore of the pipes which
supply water to their residences, get very
little water at all.

On many occasions during the hot drier
weather, because those on the lower levels
have their taps going for a considerable
portion of the day, those on the higher
reaches get no water for hours on end. In
fact, there are one or two who could not
get any water through their pipes for
three days on end. So I feel that they
have a just complaint when they are asked
to pay increased water rates- Those people
do not get the amount of water they are
entitled to receive for their ordinary rates.
I approached the Minister on this matter
and he said the position would be investi-
gated. I hope that when these investiga-
tions, are made it will be shown that these
people cannot get the water to which they
are entitled, and that the increased rates
will be suspended at least until a better
supply is given to them.

One of my colleagues mentioned the sub-
ject of electricity supplies and I am pleased
to be able to say that a goad deal of pro-
gress has been made in the eastern hills
areas. But I have been led to believe by
men in the State Electricity Commission,
as well as others in authority, that priority
is to be given to the primary producers be-
cause they are providing the much needed
food supplies for the People in this State
and for export oversta. But what do we
find? When the electricity supply is taken
into the new district, one or two trans-
formers are put in and a small circle of
people around the transformers are pro-
vided with their electricity.
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I am not complaining about that; those
people deserve it, but others living on the
outskirts of these little settlements through
the hills are denied their electricity sup-
pies. They are the ones who need it
most because they are the primary pro-
ducers and are living away from amenities
which are provided in the metropolitan
are% and in the small townships. Those
people are living further out and they do
not get any service from tradespeople;
they have to put up with kerosene lamps,
oil engines and the like for their power
and light. So I hope the Commission will
give greater consideration to those people.

Many of them have Protested to the
Commission but they have been told that
they are outside the radius and, because
more than two poles are required to con-
nect each of their properties, there is no
possibility of their being supplied with
electricity. I am of the opinion that
greater consideration should be given to
these people who are just that little bit too
far off the beaten track. I could say
quite a lot on this subject because I am
one of those who have been denied a
supply of electricity from the Commission,

Although I live within three-quarters of
a mile of the present high tension main.
and there is a pocket of settlement of ten
houses that would require anything up
to 60 or 80 h.p. for pumps and other
motors, I have been told by the general
manager of the Commission that we have
not a case; he says there are thousands of
better propositions than that. Because I
am personally involved in it, I feel that I
cannot say as much about it as I would
like, but I wish to stress the case of those
who are perhaps worse off than I am. I
was able to put in my own electric light
plant, at considerable expense and incon-
venience. but there are others who are
unable to do that and I ask that they be
given the consideration they deserve.

We have been told this evening that this
is a complaint session and that we should
ventilate our complaints. Consequently I
wish to mention the question of railways.
Quite a lot has been said about the sub-
urban area versus the country area. AS
members are aware, I represent a district
which is in between the two, but over the
last two years two railways in my area
have been closed down and now the Gov-
ernment is talking of closing another sec-
tion of the railways. If that is done, there
will be only one section of about 15 miles
of railway in my area. I know that on
paper a ease could be made out which
would show that the Bellevue-Mt. Helena
railway should be closed because of the con-
siderable expense incurred in running
trains that are carrying insufficient passen-
gers. B3ut I feel that there are other lines
which are just as bad In that respect. In
f act. many of the passenger services in the
metropolitan area are poorly patronised.

However, as investigations are being
made with a view to closing that particu-
lar section of railway, I feel that these
facts should be stated, and that the line
should not be closed until a trial Is made
with new and better equipment which, I
understand, is being imported-I speak
now of the diesel locomotives. if a quick
and efficient service could be provided on
that line, I am sure the people would
patronise it and so I ask the Minister to
give consideration to this paint, and at
least delay any action in closing the line
until these diesel or diesel electric loco-
motives are given a trial. There are many
other matters with which I could deal,
but I will discuss them when speaking to
the Estimates.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) (9.181: There
are two items I would like to discuss and
one concerns increased freights. Men-
tion has been made of the fact that since
this Government came into power It has
made two reductions in the fares on metro-
politan transport facilities-one for Sun-
day and holiday travelling and the other
on tram fares in the inner metropolitan
area. Some members have said that I
exaggerated when speaking of freights in
other States, but the freight for carting
super over 100 miles in South Australia
is 15s. 6d. and in Western Australia, for
the same distance, it Is 41s.

The Minister for Railways: Tell us how
in South Australia the Treasury reimburses
the railways.

Mr. ACKLAND: The Minister can tell
us that story. I am telling mine.

The Minister for Railways: Do not tell
a lopsided story like that.

Mr. ACKLAND: Freight rates on super
for 100 miles in Western Australia are
2601 per cent. higher than in South Aus-
tralia.

The minister for Railways: Yes, and the
Treasury reimburses them 4j million.

Mr. ACKLAND: In South Australia the
rate is 25s. and in Western Australia, for
200 miles, the rate is 49s. 6d., an Increase
in Western Australia of 190 per cent.

The Minister for Railways: You will
want to put up a more logical case than
that.

Mr. ACKLAND; It Is absolutely logical.
The primary producers are the life blood
of this country, and the people in the
metropolitan area will be taking in each
other's washing If primary production is
reduced. People in the metropolitan area
do not produce anything that is sold over-
sea. Mention has been made of Chamber-
lain tractors. I admit that they are good,
but it is a most expensive luxury and it is
only typical of every secondary industry in
this State, and, with the exception of the
B.H.P. Coy., in the whole of Australia
today.
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There is another matter I should like
to discuss whilst speaking about decen-
tralisation. The Minister for Health was
good enough to come wit me to my
electorate, and I believe that what he said
there was said in good faith and in all
honesty and sincerity. But at Wongan
Hills on the 17th June he had this to
say-

Wongan Hills should have a new
hospital within two or three years.
My feelings are with the people living
in the country. Without the country
people, the city people could not exist.
I feel I should do more for the coun-
try people than the people who live in
the city.

I believe the Minister was absolutely sin-
cere in what he said, and tried to put his
intentions into effect. However, on the
13th July he wrote to me explaining that
there was only £22,000 of loan moneys
that he could spend In his department
and, because of that fact, the only work
that could be done was some sewerage
installation at Moora and the provision of
a secondhand stove at the Goomalling
Hospital. Yet, in the same week, I read
an article in "The West Australian" in
which it was stated that the Acting Pre-
mier had arranged that the Repertory
Club be guaranteed to the extent of £30,000
for the building of a theatre. I admit
it was a guarantee and not a gift from
the Treasury, but if I guarantee a sum
of money to anybody it is definitely P
liability. If that is implementing a policy
of decentralisation, it is rather a strange
way of doing it.

Dlecentralisation must be carried out in
Western Australia. It is not the fault of
this Government, but it has been the fault
of all Governments since this State was
granted its constitutional Government
some 60 years ago. The same practice has
been followed Year after year. The pan-
dering of Governments to the voters in the
metropolitan area has built up this old
man of the desert on the back of the
country people. Governments in the past
have done very little to encourage de-
centralisation. On Thursday last week I
asked the Minister for Agriculture certain
questions, and he replied that my state-
ment that approximately 1,000 wheat-
growers cease production each year was
a gross exaggeration.

I do not speak on wheat matters in this
Chamber unless I am sure of my facts.
My statement was no exaggeration. I did
not say that wheatgrowers were reduced
in number by that figure. I was careful
not to say that because it is not so. The
facts are that for the year 1951-52, 1,094
wheatgrowers went out of production, and
during the previous year 786 wheatgrowers
ceased to produce; an average of 948 for
the past two years.

The Minister for Native Welfare: A
great many of them retired.

Mr. ACKLANqD: I am one of those people
who do not want to see a renewal of the
Commonwealth wheat stabilisation scheme.
Those farmers who have left the industry
-approximately 1,00 yearly-have con-
tributed to the scheme over the last five
years to build up a fund to subsidise them-
selves-all it ever was was an equalisation
fund-in the event of a fall in price.
Much to their discredit, the Common-
wealth and State Governments are now
intending to earmark £9,00,000 from this
fund, contributed to by these People, to
commence an entirely different scheme.
That action by the Commonwealth Minis-
ter for Agriculture, and approved by the
State Ministers of Agriculture, is going
to kill the stabilisation of the wheat in-
dustry in this country. The people who
contributed to this fund, if there is no call
on it, should have the money refunded
to them. However, the money was col-
lected for a specific purpose, which no
longer exists.

One thing only should have been done,
namely, refund the money to the wheat-
growers who contributed. Therefore, the
statement I made was perfectly correct;
that Is, that there are approximately 1,000
wheatgrowers leaving the industry each
year. I regret the Minister for Agriculture
was not better informed. I have every
sympathy for and appreciation of the
efforts of the Minister for Agriculture. I
believe he is going to do a good job, and
there is no intention on my part to con- -
fuse him in any way. Nevertheless, I do
not appreciate his telling the members of
this House that I grossly exaggerated when
I made my statement in regard to the
wheat Industry.

MR. HILL (Albany) (9.271: Like other
members, I wish to offer my congratu-
lations to you. Mr. Chairman, on your
appointment, but so far I have not heard
any congratulations offered to the tem-
porary Chairmen of Committees. I do
not know why, unless it is because they
do not receive any remuneration. I know
that, like my other colleagues, I will carry
out my duties without fear or favour,
which I have done ever since I have been
a member of this House. Previous
speakers referred to the fact that the
country carries the city. I have here the
latest "Quarterly Statistical Abstract!' on
page 5 of which there are some most in-
teresting figures. They read as follows:-

Population and Vital Statistics.
Area of State-975,920 square miles.
Metropolitan area-9l square miles.

1948
Mean Population of State .... 514,843
Estimated Population of Metro-

politan Area at end Of
period.... .............. 283,000

Rfeptesents 54 per cent.
tflepresents 57 per cent.

6D2 .026-

346OODt

It would be most interesting if the
Treasury could advise us what percent-
age of the total revenue of the State is
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contributed by people in the metropolitan
area, compared to that contributed by
people in the country. Ali political parties
expound the policy of decentraisation,
but, in spite of all this talk, two out of
event three people who come to this State
reside in the metropolitan area.

I have no remedy to put forward for a
sound policy of decentralisatlon, but I
want to take this Opportunity of con-
gratulating the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment for implementing a policy which I
have advocated ever since I1 came into this
House several yeams ago, namely, the de-
velopment of our southern Province, of
which Albany is the capital. Thanks to
the previous Government. the population of
Albany has increased on a percentage basis
to a greater extent than that in any other
part of the State. However, I must ad-
mit that such increase is causing a great
deal of trouble. We are short of water
and one of our biggest problems is the
provision of adequate hospital facilities.
The Albany Hospital is a disgrace to any
civilised community.

I hope the present Government will
not waste any time in implementing its
policy of providing a regional hospital at
that centre. We must realise that this
State depends on the country areas and
not on the metropolitan area, and I sin-cerely trust that members who represent
metropolitan electorates will remember, as
the member for Moore has pointed out,
.that it is the country that brings money
into the State from other parts of the
world, and not the metropolitan area.
They must also remember that the farmer
in particular pays railway freights both
ways for the transport of his goods, and
he has to foot the bill all the time. I know
what it is to be a primary producer. On
one occasion I sent some fruit to Eng-
land. Before I exported my produce I
had to meet the cost of growing, picking.
packing and casing of it, freight, etc. On
the way to England, the ship's engineers
went on strike, and my fruit was con-
demned, following which I had to pay for
it to be destroyed in London. Therefore,
our metropolitan friends should not for-
get that it is the country that carries the
State. and not vice versa.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. J. T.
Tonkin-Melville-in reply) (9.30]: Having
been one who in times past freely availed
himself of the opportunity which the Sup-
ply Bill provides for the airing of grievances
and for free and frank discussion, it is
not likely that I would be disturbed by the
fact that members have on this occasion
spoken rather freely. As a matter of fact
this early show of energy is quite stimu-
lating and it augurs well for a very bright
session. Personally, I prefer brightness
to dullness, and if Members can only keep
up the good form already shown it will
be worthwhile being alive this session!

Mr. Perkins: Do You want us to keep
It going?

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon.
member is not capable of keeping it going.
Whilst members have freely availed them-
selves of the opportunity to touch upon a
variety of topics they do not, of course,
expect that I will deal with every sub-
ject mentioned. They would not want to
be worried to that length, so I do not
propose to reply to everything that has
been said. There will be an early oppor-
tunity for dealing with the various mat-
ters. The Address-in-reply debate will be
coming on in a very short space of time-
in a matter of a few hours-and ample
opportunity will be available then to deal
with all the matters that have been raised.
I have listened very carefully to what has
been said, and have had plenty of time
to watch members on the opposite side,
and I must say that they look much more
at home there than they did when they
were on this side of the Chamber. They
look much happier and much more at
home!

Hon. L. Thorn: Yes, I have seen a lot
of miserable looks over there tonight.

The Minister for Railways: The muzzle
has been taken off from over there.

The ACTING PREMIER: It is clear
that although members of the previous
Government were defeated they are not
altogether dispirited.

Hon. L. Thorn: Never on your life!
The ACTING PREMIER: However it

is a very good thing to see spirits so high
thus early In the session. There are one
or two matters with which I propose to
deal. When I say I do not propose to
deal with all the matters I am not in
any way being discourteous to members.
but it is not expected, of course, that a
reply be made to all questions brought
forward. The member for Stirling refer-
red to the fact that it is a requirement
of the law when an appointment is made
after the rejection of a recommendation
by the Public Service Commissioner that
the reasons shall be submitted to Parlia-
ment within seven days. That, of course,
will be done. It will be found that the
reasons which actuated the Government
were sound and based upon policy and
that such policy Is not unknown to mem-
bers of the present Opposition.

Two members dealt at some length with
the revaluation of properties in connec-
tion with the water supply rating and also
with the levying of rates. As there appears
to be a lot of confused thinking on this
subject I propose to tell the Committee
just what the situation is. In case the
member for Mt. Lawley does not know,
it was the previous Government that in-
itiated the revaluing of properties and it
was proceeding when this Government
came into office.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: That Is known.
The ACTING PREMIER: I did not

feel justified in stopping it because I felt
it was the right policy. So all I did was
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to allow it to proceed. It had already
been in progress some months, so whether
there had been a change of Government
or not the properties would have been
revalued for the purpose of leving rates;
and so they should have been. With
regard to the rates it is a fact that the
previous Government by Cabinet decision,
after having the position thoroughly in-
vestigated by Treasury officers, decided it
was necessary to increase the rates. But
apparently some members-no doubt from
metropolitan areas-supporting the Gov-
ernment, complained about the political
implications which might follow from the
Imposition of increased rates and, despite
its decision, the Government did not per-
mit the increased rates to come into opera-
tion.

When we became the Government the
situation was pointed out to me by the
Under Secretary for Water Supply who
advanced the same arguments which were
strong enough to induce the previous Gov-
ernment to decide that rates should be
increased. I agreed that they had to be in-
creased If the department was to remain
solvent, so I recommended to this Gov-
ernment that the decision which had been
made by the previous Government to in-
crease the rates should be made by this
Government for the same reason, against
which there can be little argument. The
difference is that having come to the
same decision as the previous Government
we put it into operation. Let us Just
examine what the situation was.

It is the practice in this State when new
houses are erected to levy the water rate
on the present value. So if there Is a house
being erected in a district which has not
been revalued for 20 years the person who
happens to occupy the new house pays his
rate on the present value, whereas the
person who lives nekt door pays rates on
the value of his house 20 years ago. Is
that an equitable situation? Of course it
is not, and it was crying out for remedy.
So the Previous Minister for Works agreed
that the properties should be revalued in
order that they should be on an equitable
basis. I now quote the minute which was
put up to the previous Minister which
caused him to agree. It is dated the 18th
September. 1952, and reads as follows:-

This is the matter I recently dis-
cussed with you. Hereunder is a re-
port from the senior valuer indicat-
ing the dates of the last general re-
valuation in the several metropolitan
districts. You will note that quite a
number of the districts have not been
revalued since 1940-many since 1928-
29-and conditions have changed to
such an extent that many of the pro-
perties are undervalued. There is also
the angle that recently erected pro-
perties and those to which additions
have been made have been valued or
revalued on current values thus creat-
ing anomalies, It is difficult to assess

the benefit which the department's
revenue would receive as a result of
complete revaluations, but the report
hereunder indicates that in one dis-
trict alone, the Perth Road Board, an
extra £10,000 would probably accrue.

In his summary attached to the
report, the valuer qiiotes specific in-
stances at Inglewood, Mt. Lawley and
Floreat Park following actual inpec-
tions which he made to determine the
extent of possible variation.

Further proof of this is the result
of the revaluation in Guildford-a.
suburb which has not developed to
the same extent as some of the newer
areas-where a rates increase of £150
p.a. resulted.

It is estimated that an additional
two officers will be required in the
section-maybe more if the progress
is too slow-but whatever it means in
manpower and cost the work Is neces-
sary and will result in substantial in-
crease in revenue and removal of
anomalies.

I recommend that the revaluation
suggested be undertaken forthwith.

The then Minister for Works, Hon. David
Brand, said. "I agree." That authorised
the revaluation of these properties to pro-
ceed. Members on the Opposition side of
the House, by question and by remarks in
speeches, have suggested that the present
Government has hand-picked districts for
revaluation and has studiously avoided
districts from which Its own supporters
come and has only selected the districts
represented by members of the Opposi-
tion. I give that the lie direct. All cases
of districts being revalued were deter-
mined in order of priority by the previous
Government, and I have not influenced in
the slightest degree the order in which
the district revaluations are proceeding.
If the revaluations are being conducted
in an incorrect manner, the fault is not
mine. There is no question of having de-
liberately selected certain districts for re-
valuation because of specific reasons.
While there have been reasons for the
districts being selected for revaluations,
those reasons were on account of the
anomalies that exist.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Was not the re-
commendation that the whole of the road
board district be revalued?

The ACTING PREMIER: I will read
the recommendation.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: It was that the
whole of the road board areas should be
revalued.

The ACTING PREMIER: The Minister
said, "I agree with that minute," and so
the revaluations proceeded. I will give
the member for Mt. ILawiey the informa-
tion that he desires in this respect.
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Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: There is nothing
to say they should not be all implemented
together.

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, there is;
because it would take three years to carry
out all the revaluatlons.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: That might be so.
But there is nothing there to say that
they would implement them.

The ACTING PREMIER: Surely the hon.
member would not suggest to rue that when
the previous Government agreed to this
expenditure on wages of valuers to carry
out the valuations, their valuations would
not be used?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Of course they
would be used.

The ACTING PREMIER: Then what Is
the argument?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The whole area
was to be done.

The ACTING PREMIER: What area?
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The whole of the

road board districts in the metropolitan
area.

The ACTING PREMIER: There is
nothing here to indicate that.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I think there is.
The ACTING PRE1VlE: The hon. mem-

ber might think there is, but there Is not.
Hon. A. V. B. Abbott: All that refers to

the whole of the metropolitan area.
The ACTING PREMIER: I asked the

Under Secretary for Water Supplies to put
up a comprehensive report on this matter
for my information so that there could be
no misunderstanding about the position,
and this is what he submitted under date
the 3rd August-

2. The Act places a responsibility
on the Department to maintain current
values. Section '14 reads~-

74. Such annual value may.
at the option of the Minister, be
either-

(1) the current value of the
local authority in whose
district the land Is situ-
ated; or

(2) a sum equal to the esti-
mated full, fair, average
amount of rent at which
such land may reasonably
be expected to let from
year to year, on the as-
sumption (if necessary to
be made) that such letting
is allowed by law, less the
amount of all rates and
taxes, and a deduction of
twenty pounds per centum
for repairs, insurance,
and other outgoings; or

(3) an amount not exceeding
six pounds per centum on
the capital value of the
land in fee simple.

So I interpolate here that we have a situa-
tion where the ratepayers who live in
municipalities where valuation is an
annual affair are paying rates on the basis
of current values but in road board areas
and certain municipalities where the auth-
orities have neglected to revalue, or have
not revalued their properties for 20 years
or more, the ratepayers in such areas have
enjoyed a Iong period during which they
have paid rates on valuations much below
true values. It was to correct a situation
like that that the previous Minister, quite
rightly, agreed to the revaluations being
undertaken and the Present Government
allowed the work to proceed. If the mem-
ber for Mt. Lawley's interjections can be
taken as indicating his Ideas in this matter,
he would have ratepayers in municipalities
Paying on current values and ratepayers in
road districts paying rates based on values
that have operated for years and whose
Properties have not been revalued. Where
is the equity in that proposition? The only
fair thing is to impose a rate on the current
value as soon as the current value is known.

So much attention having been focussed
on this matter, I have been giving active
consideration to the Introduction of some
equitable method of valuing to ensure that
all ratepayers will be paying on the cur-
rent value all the time. If we could intro-
duce a system of that sort, we should prob-
ably be able to reduce the all-round rate
for water per thousand gallons consumed.
It is oniy because a large number of people
have been enjoying a low valuation for
many years that others have been paying
higher rates than necessary. Because of
that and an increase in costs and being
without any increase in rates, we had
reached a position where the Water Supply
Department was running heavily into debt,
and we have an obligation, if we desire to
escape a penalty from the Grants Com-
mission, to ensure that the department Is
able to pay its way.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I hope the Tram-
way Department does so, too. The same
obligation exists there.

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem-
ber's hope is noted. One member of the
Opposition-I think the member for Mt.
Lawley-said he regarded water rates as
a means of taxation. I disagree. I do not
regard these rates as a means of taxation
at all. When a person pays water rates,
he is paying for a service being rendered-
a supply of water, and when we work out
what we pay for the water, it is found to
be a pretty cheap service.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver:
That is not so in West Perth; it is very
dear.

The ACTING PREMIER: I am aston-
ished that people should complain at being
called upon to pay Is. 9d. per thousand
gallons for water-

Mr. Perkins:* I wish that we in the
country could get It for that.
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The ACTING PREMIER: -when some
of them would readily pay nearly as much
for a pint of beer. A thousand gallons is
a fairly large quantity of water for that
sum of money. In some of the country
-districts, unfortunately, the rate is almost
twice as much.

The Minister for Health: In some dis-
tricts it is 10s.

The ACTING PREMIER:, So. when we
get down to a close consideration of the
water rate in the metropolitan area, there
is very little justification for complaint.
The people who are now loudest in their
condemnation of the action taken are those
who for 20 years or More have enjoyed
rates much lower than they ought to have
been because the department has been
working on out-of-date valuations. They
have no cause to complain as against those
people living in districts where the valua-
tions have been carried out annually and
where there has been a gradual increase
In the amount of water rates paid.

Another point to be borne in mind is
that, for the increased rates, the ratepayer
receives an increased allowance of water.
There are very few consumers in the metro-
politan area who do not run into excess
consumption and, for many people, the
excess water costs more than the actual
rate for the allowance. The increased rate
will carry an increased allowance and so
ratepayers will be able to use more water
before incurring excess.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Did not you in-
crease the price of water

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Then that argu-

ment does not carry too much weight.
The ACTING PREMIER: My argument

is perfectly sound, and if the hon. member
cannot see it, I cannot help it. For the
increased rates paid, there will be a greatly
increased quantity of water available to
the ratepayer.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver:
Did you say a greatly increased quantity?

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver:

Can you let me know how much?
The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, if the hon.

member tells me the valuation and the
Increase. What the member for Mt. Lawley
has overlooked in his mental calculation
is that the increased rate is imposed on
the up-to-date values. If the increased
rate were imposed on the old values, then,
although the ratepayer would pay more
in rates because of the increased rate per
1,000 gallons. he would not get any more
water. Because his valuation has been in-
creased, he pays so many more amounts
of Is. Gd., each one of which entitles him
to an additional 1,000 gallons of water and
he would be able to use that additional
quantity before running into excess.

Hon. A. V. B.. Abbott: But before incur-
ring excess, he would have to pay the
increased price.

The ACTING PREMIER: That is so.
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: That would lesseni

to some degree the quantity the ratepayer
would get.

The ACTING PREMIER: It would still
allow the ratepayer a substantial addi-
tional quantity of water for the rate paid
before he would start to incur excess.
Consequently, in calculating just how
much the Increase has been, it is essential
to have some regard to the reduced quan-
tity of excess water for which the rate-
payer will be called upon to pay. Some
ratepayers will be astonished at the reduc-
tion in the quantity of excess water for
which they will have to pay this year as
compared with last year because of the
extra water that will be made available
to them under the higher rating.

H-on. A. V. R. Abbott: The Government
will get an extra £10,000 out of it, will it
not?

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, and we
should have had it for years past.

Mr. Hutchinson: How does that help
the man with a pump and a reticulation
line through his property?

The ACTING' PREMIER: We can have
no regard to any private arrangement that
any ratepayer may make. The hon. mem-
ber is looking for exceptions and.- con-
siders that some special treatment should
be meted out in those cases. I remind
him that large properties in the city such
as the big emporiums are rated on their
value and use only a small fraction of
the quantity of water to which they are
entitled, but we can make no exception for
them because the law requires us to rate
on the value, irrespective of whether the
party rated uses the water to which he is
entitled or not. I shall now proceed to
read the rest of the report as follows:-

5. These variations have created
many anomalies--

(a)
(b)

As between districts.
Within districtsr-where new
houses have been valued on a
higher basis than existing
Properties and where altera-
tions and improvements have
affected the original base.
These points were repeatedly
brought out by appellants
who complained about new
valuations.

6. Having in mind these anomalies
and the necessity for uniformity in
valuations-the very basis of equit-
able rating-the then Minister in-
structed that metropolitan districts
be re-valued as soon as Possible and
a special staff was engaged. You con-
firmed the principle on coming Into
office.
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t. Attached is a Schedule "B"
showing the districts already com-
pleted and the average increase in
values and the anticipated increase in
rates-the latter, of course, subject to
reduction because of less excess water
revenue following the higher rebate
water allowance in return for rates.

The following passage is important be-
cause some people are inclined to believe
that the valuations adopted are excessive: -

Generally speaking it can be said
that domestic consumers have been
revalued on a conservative basis-fig
to 70 per cent. of the proper valuation,
whilst Investment properties and busi-
ness premises have been valued at a
figure approximating true values.

It is unfortunate that it has been
necessary to impose an increase in
rates at a time when revaluation is in
process, but the two must not be con-
fused. The higher assessments in
some districts are due mainly to the
revaluation rather than to the rate
increase. It must be pointed out that
the properties now increased in value
have enjoyed the lower valuation for
many years, while their less fortunate
neighbours have been steadily in-
creased annually or have been subject
to revaluation earlier. They will re-
ceive a higher water allowance in re-
turn for the increased rate and thus
pay less in excess--where metered.

.It seems to me that the proper
policy is to get everybody on an equal
looting so far as valuations are con-
cerned and then to consider the
annual rating on the basis of common
valuation. It may even then be Pos-
sible to reduce the rate in the pound
but of course this depends on many
factors. Any delay In the application
of the new values would only mean
that the rate in the pound would have
to be further Increased, thus calling
upon all ratepayers to shoulder a
burden which should be accepted by
those whose properties are under-
valued ....

This department values on an
annual basis and the Taxation Depart-
ment on an unimproved basis. There
have been Press references lately to
the very high increase in taxation
values which have caused some con-
cern amongst taxpayers and problems
for local authorities. There is a lot
to be said for the adoption of com-
mon values, even if they have to be
applied to different rating procedures.

The member for Mt. Lawley desired in-
formation regarding the districts being re-
valued. This is suppied as follows:-

The following are the dates on which
a complete review of valuations was
made In each district, inclusive of
municipalities for which the depart-
ment was responsible-

District.
Prior to 1946-

Perth Road Board ....
Osborne Park
Belmont ..

Canning
Gosnells
Kelmseott ..
Armadale . .
Greeinount
Scarborough .. -

North Beach-Wanneroc
-Nedlands

Date.
1928-29
1928-29
1928-29
1928-29
1928-29
1928-29
1928-29
1928-29
1928-29
1936
1939
1940

Since 1946-
South Perth .. 1946
Floreat Park 1946
Melville . ..' .... .... 1947
Applecross .... 11. 1947
Mosman Park .... .... 1947
Peppermint Grove .11 1947
Subiaco ... .... .... 1948
Midland Junction 11. 1948
Wongan ,-I.. 1949
Bayswater ... 1950
frernantle Road Board 1951
Swan ... ... 1952
Guildford . . 1952

It is obvious from that list that most dis-
tricts have not been revalued for years with
the exception of the new houses in those
districts where owners have been paying
rates on current values. It is impossible
to imagine a more inequitable situation.
Schedule "B" shows the position regarding
the review which is taking Place and the
districts completed during the year 1952-
53 taken Into account as at the 1st July,
1953-

Average %
Date Increase

re-valuation on annual
District. completed. value.

Estimated
Increase In

rates at
193/54 rates.

f
Greenrnount Oct. 1952 100.3 800
Keimscott 1952 71.4 535
Armadale May 1953 40; 605

Inglwocp J May 1953 33.9 17,700
Mt. LawteyJ

So it would appear that at least £15.0800
per annumn less than should have been
collected from those areas has been col-
lected for many years. and the re-valua-
tion will correct that anomaly and place
everybody in the metropolitan area upon
the same basis.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: When it is com-
pleted.

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Three years hence.
The ACTING PREMIER: No.
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: You said so.
The ACTING PREMIER: We intend to

speed It up and to change the method.
We propose to introduce a scheme whereby
the valuing, if possible-it has ret to be
fully examined-will. be done for all local
authorities. Our idea is that they will
levy their rates according to whatever rate
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it is necessary for them to impose on uni-
form valuations throughout the metro-
politan area instead of each local auth-
ority valuing separately and having a dif-
ferent basis of valuation upon which to
levy rates.

Mr. Yates: Will you set up a commit-
tee for this purpose?

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, an ex-
pert committee will be set up to go into
the question and if the scheme is found
to be practicable it will be instituted; and
we hope that such a system of uniform
valuation will make it possible to have
the same rate per pound levied and still
enable the department to pay its way.

Mr. Yates: Will there be a right of ap-
peal against the valuations?

The ACTING PREMIER: The right of
appeal with regard to valuations already
made exists at present.

Mr. Yates: I mean with regard to local
authorities that come under the scheme.

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes. The new
method envisages that after valuations are
made there will be a right of appeal
against them for any person who has
reason to believe that the valuation is
unfair.

Hon. A. P. Watts: Will you be good
enough to table those fles?

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, I have
no objection to making these papers avail-
able. I hope that one week will satisfy
the hon. member.

Hon. A. P. Watts: Quite.
The ACTING PREMIER: The member

for Fremantle raised the question of some
proposed sale of land in the Melville dis-
trict which, he feels, is contrary to the
ideas held by members on this side of the
Chamber, and is. he thinks, bad policy.
I do not know where the member for Pre-
mantle got his information from, but
there is no intention of selling by auction
any land which was excised by Parlia-
ment from a Class "A" reserve for the
purpose of workers' homes. Last session
I dealt at some length with this question,
and I used the argument-and I still be-
lieve thoroughly in it-that when Parlia-
ment is asked to excise land from a Class
"A" reserve for a specific purpose, that
purpose should not be changed without
Parliament being consulted. It is not the
intention of the Government to do any-
thing contrary to the decision of Parlia-
ment on this matter, but there is a lot of
other land down there adjacent to that
which was excised specifically for workers'
homes, and which is available for other
Purposes, and the policy from time to
time has changed.

Whatever difficulties there might be-
and I understand there are a number-
in the way of having workers' homes
erected on this specially excised land, they

have no bearing whatever on the Pro-
priety or otherwise of auctioning land ad-
jacent thereto. I had information given
to me this week that a land agent was
asking £1,000 for a block of land less than
500 yards away from where this land is
situated. That gives some Idea of the
value of the land in question. It should
be Perfectly clear that, as the Act stands,
if workers' homes were to be erected on
the whole of the land, very few workers
would be interested in those properties,
because the rental they would be obliged
to pay would be calculated on the value
of the land, for that is what the Act pro-
vides.

If we put a worker's home on a block
of land the value of which is about £1,000.
the rent is pretty high before the worker
gets a house at all. That is a difficulty
which will have to be surmounted with
iegard to the land that was excised
especially for workers' homes. But that is
no reason why the land adjacent, which
is as valuable as that, should be withheld
from sale when it is possible that by sell-
ing some of it, sufficient funds can be
raised to Pay for the roads and footpaths
that have to be put into the area,

Hon. A. F. Watts: Was not some ar-
rangement made with the local authorityr
there?

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, and I
agreed with it. Before the previous Gov-
ernment went out of office. I had com-
plained in the House about its intention
to auction this land, and after my com-
plaint the then Minister for Lands, to-
gether with the Under Secretary for-
Lands, met me on the site with the Town-
Clerk and some members of the muni-
cipality concerned. We discussed the pro-
posals and examined the area of land
which had been excised from the Class
"A" reserve. The Minister agreed with
me that that section would not be
auctioned; that he would respect the
decision of Parliament; but he did pro-
Pose to auction the rest, in sections, in
order to raise the money to pay for the
roads and footpaths that were to go in,
and the local authority was to be auth-
orised to Proceed with their construction,
and it would be reimbursed from the sale.

I agreed with that Policy, as I thought
it was quite sound. I saw no reason for
objection to it as It did not cut across my
ideas of what ought to be done with the
land, and I thought it was respecting the
decision of Parliament. That Policy had
actually been put into operation when the
new Government took office, and so far
as I am aware-I am not handling that
department-that is the Policy which is
proceeding now.

Hon. A. F. Watts: It is rumoured that
the council has ceased operations because
it is uncertain of Its position
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The ACTING PREMIER: It did cease
,operations temporarily, but it has resumed
them. It is much too late for me to deal
-with all the matters raised, and I hope
members will excuse me for so doing. I
have attempted to deal with those that
were emphasised considerably, and which
I felt ought to have some reply from me.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
In Committee of Ways and Means.

The House resolved into Committee of
Ways and Means, Mr. J. Hegney in the
Chair.

THE ACTING PREIER (Hon. J. T.
Tonkin-Melville) [10.18]: I move-

That there be granted to Her
Majesty on account of the services of
the State for the year ending the 30th
June. 1954, a sum not exceeding
£16,00,000.

Question Put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
Bill Introduced.

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced and read a first
time.

Second Reading.
The ACTING PREMIER (Hon. J. T.

Tonkin-Melville) (10.20]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
HON A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [10.21]:

1 was greatly interested, Mr. Speaker, in
the reply of the Acting Premier on the
question of water rates and valuations,
and I feel that before the debate on this
measure closes one or two aspects should
be examined further. I think the Acting
Premier assumed too much.

There is no argument about the fact
that the revaluations were directed by the
previous Minister or that at about the
same time of the year the proposal to
increase the rates was cancelled, but it
is a most unwise assumption-one with
which I cannot agree and as I believe the
Acting Premier meant to assume-that
the increase In the actual rate which has
been made would have been made in con-
junction with a partial revaluation of the
metropolitan area and not in rela-
tion to the wvhole, because the anomaly
to which he referred and which, of
course, bears examination, was that
there were areas, and indeed individual
dwellings, which had been recently valued,
as against others that had been valued
years ago. That does not, in my opinion,
justify a double blow by Increasing the
valuations of a certain part of the area
and increasing the rates at the same time,
thereby increasing the anomaly. That is
as I see it.

I believe that the proper course would
have been to increase the rate, if more
money had to be raised, but at the same
time to bold the valuations until there
was some reasonable conformity or, alter-
natively; not to double the blow on those
whose valuations were to be increased, but
to increase the valuations and leave the
rate where it was until we had completed
the revaluation of the whole area that
required revaluing. That seems to me to
be the course that might have been pur-
sued and, while I cannot at this stage
read the mind of the member who was
Minister for Works prior to the present
Incumbent. I feel that that was probably
the thought or policy which actuated him
to Proceed at the time to which the Min-
ister made reference; and so it seems to
me that, while I am prepared to admit-
because it is a fact-that the re-valua-
tions should and would have taken place
in any circumstances, no matter under
whose management the department might
have been, I venture to suggest that a
grievous error of imposing an increased
rate upon the whole area and thereby put-
ting a double imposition, for the time
being, on a part of the area, should never
have been committed, and nothing will
remove that thought from my mind until
the revaluation of the whole of the area
that requires revaluing has been made.

It is as obvious as the sun in the sky
that by this double-barrelled procedure of
revaluing part of the area and increasing
the rates considerable Injustice has been
done to many people by increasing the
anomaly which already existed to some
degree and making It many times worse
In certain parts of the metropolitan area.
As I have said, the extra revenue could
have been obtained, for the time being, by
increasing the rate over all the area and
allowing the anomalies to remain for an-
other year, as indeed they must under
the existing circumstances, the only
difference being that now we have some
wards valued to their highest level and
some still where they were in 1940 and
so, having listened with attention to all
that has been said this evening, I felt that
I must express my views on the subject.

MRt. BOVELL (Vasse) [10.25]: 1 take
this opportunity, Mr. Speaker, of con-
gratulating you on the high office that you
have attained. When I first entered this
House you occupied the seat wvhere I am
now, and you have progressed rapidly. The
Hill now before the Rouse is most import-
ant as it gives the Government the right
to use the funds of the State in accord-
ance with its policy as submitted to the
electors. I do not wish unnecessarily to
delay the passage of the Bill, but I feel
that in fairness to all at this stage there
should be put on record the Policy speech
of the present Premier when Leader of the
Opposition. I was privileged to listen to
that spepch p'r medium of the radio
broadcast and in "The Wcst Australian"



[11 August, 1953.J15

of the following day there appeared
under date Friday, the 23rd of January,
1953. a report which, to my way of think-
ig, was substantially in agreement with
the speech delivered by the present Pre-
mier. That report, which appeared on
the front page of "The West Australian"
was headed, "Mr. Hawkie states Labour
policy: Northam, Thursday." and read-

Numerous intentions of the State
Labour Party to be put into effect if
the Party is returned at the State
General Election on February. the
14th, were stated by the Leader of
the Opposition, Mr. Hawke, in his
policy speech in the Northam Town
Hall tonight.

On page 4 of that issue of "The West
Australian" there is a detailed account
headed, "What Labour Proposes." It reads
as follows-

The most urgent and dangerous
problem facing the State was infla-
tion, the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Hawke), said in his policy speech
from the Northam Town Hall last
night. Inflation embraced the high
cost of production throughout indus-
try, and high prices.

The problem had seriously discour-
aged Production, Particularly in the
farming industries, and was harras-
sing continually all those whose In-
comes were not sufficient to meet
existing high prices.

The present Government had been
satisfied to allow the problem to drift
and become worse and worse.

A Labour Government would tackle
the problem immediately and con-
structively.

Labour would appoint a Production
and Prices Minister to steady the costs
of production and the prices level and,
where possible, effect reductions.

So far those aims and objects are to be
commended but, as I have said already.
the Present Government has its task still
before it. I said earlier this evening that
it had passed through one-sixth of its
normal period of office and I have found,
throughout my life, that the first part of
life goes very slowly and as the years go
by they seem to come and go more speedily.

The Minister for Native Welfare:, We do
not find it that way.

Mr. BOVELL: Then we come to a head-
ig "A Production Minister" and It con-
tinues-

Under Labour, Mr. Hawkie said, the
Production and Prices Minister would
carry full legal responsibility for prices
control and would not. like the Liber-
als. Push the responsibility on to a
civil servant.

Labour would establish a full time
Prices and Production Commission
with the Minister as chairman.

I do not know whether that has oper-
ated as yet but I am still waiting for some
Information about It. It goes on-

The Minister and the commission
would not only concern themselves
with final prices as paid by consumers
at retail stores, but with costs at every
stage of production and distribution,
and with prices as charged at every
point where goods changed hands in
their journey from the actual point of
production to their final point of sale
to the consumers.

'Labour would give representation on
the commission to business interests.
primary producers and the consumers.
one of the two consumers' represen-
tatives would be a housewife.

Mr. Hawke said that a Labour Gov-
ernment in this State would seek the
co-operation of all other States, irres-
pective of their political colour, to the
setting up of similar prices and pro-
duction commissions with the same
objectives In view.

I have yet to learn of anything construc-
tive that has been done or any constructive
action that the Government has taken in
regard to that promise. The next heading
is, "Our Finances Are 'Grim'."

Mr. May: They are worse than that.-
Mr. BOVELL: Yes, they have growirt

worse during the period that this Govern-
ment has been in office. The statement.
continues--

The financial outlook In this State -
after six years of short-sighted control.-
by the present Government was grim,
Mr. Hawke said.

Revenue accounts were hopelessly-
out of balance, the deficit to the end
of 1952 for the current financial year
being £2,051,000.

Loan funds were inadequate to meet
even the State's most urgent needs.

All in all, the financial administra-
tion of the present Government had
been disastrous, even though the Gov-
ernment had handled the huge amount
Of £190,000,000.

Mr. Hawke said that a Labour Gov-
ernment would not favour the aboli-
tion of uniform taxation until such
time as Some better system for the
State was available.

It seems to me. from what has transpired
so far since the present Government has
been in office, that It has endeavoured to
" Pass the buck" to the Commonwealth
Government and blame it for all the short-
comings of State Goverrnents as regards
their financial dilemma. The next head-
ing reads, "W.A. Cannot Live By Oil." it
continues--

Mr. Hawke said that publicity now
being Put forward by the Liberal Party
sought to glamorise developments re-
garding a proposed oil refinery and a
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proposed steel rolling mill, both of
which were to be established at Kwln-
BDS.

"Let me say here that Western Aus-
tralia cannot live by refined oil and
rolled steel alone," Mr. Hawke said.

The very basis of our existence and
of most of our progress for many years
to come would still be the primary
industries, including mining.

With that statement I wholeheartedly
agree but I say, too, that the establish-
ment of the oil refinery and the negotia-
tions carried out by the previous Govern-
ment with the B.HP. Company did much
to create an asset of which this State will
be justly proud. I wish to pay a tribute
to the foresight of the McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment for taking the action It did by in-
ducing the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company
and the B.H.P. Company to set up their
huge secondary industries in this State.
The statement continues--

Labour would carry through a policy
of consolidating all existing primary
production to ensure the security of
the huge sums of private and public
capital Invested in the past in those
industries and in the provision of rail-
ways, roads, towns and the like to serve
them.

Then we have the next heading, "Co-opera-
tion of Owners," and it goes on-

Mr. Hawke said that the co-opera-
tion of owners of land now held out
of production or used very little would
be sought to increase production, es-
pecially where the land was in good
rainfall areas and already well served
by necessary public and other facili-
ties.

Consolidation of existing land settle-
ment on the basis of producing much
more from existing Properties should
appeal to farmers, provided they were
given reasonable encouragement all the
time and practical help whenever It
was reasonably required.

The next heading is, "Building UP Rural
Areas," and the statement goes on-

Labour's land Policy, Mr. Hawke
said, would build uip population in
rural towns and on the farms and
would assist practically in offsetting
the excessive centralisation of Industry
and population which was now so much
in evidence.

it would also assist country areas
to obtain better amenities and Would
provide more trade in country centres.

I am extremely hopeful, being a repre-
sentative of a country constituency, that
the Government will give immediate ef-
fect to that promise in the Premier's
speech. Continuing-

Closer settlement would also be at-
tempted in suitable coastal areas in
the North-West.

There would be a limitation of pas-
toral areas--particularly Where they
were held indirectly-to enable bet-
ter Pastoral Production methods,
greater conservation of our pastoral
resources and also the absorption of
additional Population into our pas-
toral areas.

Irrigation methods would be assisted
wherever it was possible to develop
them in pastoral country, as in the
Wiluna district.

Mr. Hawke said that every effort
would be made by a Labour Govern-
ment to reduce farmers' costs,
especially as between manufacturer
and farmers, in regard to farmers' re-
quisites.

Labour would make a strong effort
to reduce the margins of cost loaded
on to farmers' produce before it ulti-
mately reached the consumer.

Labour would encourage co-opera-
tive pools, particularly for the mar-
keting of primary products, thereby
safeguarding financial returns to
farmers without the necessity of rais-
ing prices to the consumers.

Assistance to Agriculture.
Labour would give maximum as-

sistance to help farmers and local
governing authorities in: the eradica-
tion of pests and diseases and in the
conservation and improvement of the
soil.

Labour would also extend scien-
tific investigation and services cover-
ing diseases, pests, soil conservation,
and improvement.

Labour would appoint more expert
advisers and give more assistance in
the breeding of first-class stock.

Mr. Hawke said that Labour would
provide more assistance to co-opera-
tive organisations engaged in pro-
cessing primary products.

Where needed, Labour would give
assistance to farmers to help them to
provide good housing conditions for
themselves and for families and
workers employed by them.

Labour would also assist farmers to
carry out heavy clearing operations
on their Properties.

Labour would take progressive steps
in an attempt to bring about a closer
relationship between country and city
prices relating to water and power
supplied from Government sources
and liquid fuels, including petrol.

Need for More Houses.
Mr. Hawke said that a Labour Gov-

ernment would see that there was
more strong concentration on the
building resources of the State for
the urgent and vital task of building
more homes.
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An industry production committee
would be set up, representative of the
employers and workers concerned, to
try to increase the output of build-
ing materials and to make their pro-
duction more efficient and less costly.

The Public Works building organisa-
tion would be used more extensively
in the construction of public build-
ings and of houses for occupation by
Government employees and their
families.

Homes would be provided for every
evicted family, irrespective of its size,
where no suitable alternative accom-
modation was available and, as soon
as circumstances permitted, attention
would be given to the bringing of sub-
standard houses up to reasonable
standards and, where that was not
practicable, they would be replaced
with new homes.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Them's my senti-
ments!

Mr. BOVELL: I am very pleased to know
that the member for Fremantle endorses
the policy speech of his Leader. in that
regard anyway, Continuing the extract-

Inquiry Into Homes.
Labour also proposed the appoint-

ment of a Royal Commission to in-
vestigate bungling by the Government
in connection with the contract cover-
ing imported Austrian prefabricated
houses.

That is something we have been promised
in the. Governor's Speech. So it is one
thing that the Government has considered
and on which It intends to take action.
Continuing-

"Labour pledges itself to overcome
the housing shortage completely in the
next three years," Mr. Hawke declared.

Six months have passed by and not much
progress has been made according to what
the member for Fremantle has had to say
on housing. The article goes on-

He said that an expert committee
would be appointed to investigate the
average rent figures now contained in
the basic wage and as related to four-
and five-roomed houses.

The same special committee would,
as a separate responsibility, investi-
gate the average rentals being paid
by families for rooms and similar part
accommodation in houses and fiats.

Labour was very concerned at the
existing high rentals. in many in-
stances more than £3 a week, being
charged by the Government for Comn-
monwealth-State rental homes and
would seek the immediate co-opera-
tion of all other State Governments
in a joint approach to the Common-
wealth Government to have the
amortisation period extended where
the weekly rent figure was above £2.

In the meantime, Labour would
provide some relief to those families
not able to Pay the highest rentals
now being demanded from them by
the Government.

So far I
taken in
any, the
dential.

have not heard of any action
that regard. If there has been
Government has kept it confl-
Continuing-

Water Supply Schemes.
Labour would speed up the con-

struction of the comprehensive agri-
cultural water supply scheme, espe-
cially in the drier areas to be served
by the scheme.

It would seek Commonwealth aid to
double the size of the present scheme
to make it accord with the one devised
originally by the Willcock and Wise
Labour Governments.

High priority would be given to en-
larging existing water mains to ensure
adequate supplies and water supply
extensions would be provided where
necessary.

Where farmers could not be sup-
plied from large schemes, assistance
would be given to enable them to con-
serve larger quantities on their own
properties.

Commenting on that portion of the speech,
I would Point out that there are a number
of towns in the South-West which have
an abundance of water, but not water sup-
plies. I ask the Government to give fav-
ourable consideration to extending water
supplies to the South-West areas, Parti-
cularly to such towns as Capel, Bridge-
town, Augusta and many other centres,
which, I am sure, South-West members
will agree do require the provision of water
schemes.

Although this comprehensive scheme
does not embrace the South-West, the
water is taken from that area and consid-
eration should be given to providing scheme
extensions in many centres which have
water flowing past their doors to other
parts of the State. It is only natural that
people living at the source of the water
should demand some consideration for the
Provision of a water supply in their town.

The Minister for Health: The hon.
member should have had such a scheme
implemented in his own area 20 years ago.

Mr. BOVELL: I quite agree, but they are
not there. I will give credit to the previous
Government because it installed a water
scheme on the Margaret River at a very
limited cost, and It is very successful. That
scheme could be applied to many other
country towns in the South-West where
there Is water so closely adjacent to the
town. The newspaper article continues--

Interest in Mining.
Mr. Hawke said that Labour would

take a State-wide view of mining
activities and would encourage com-
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panles and individuals to increase the
production of minerals, including stra-
tegic minerals and oil.

There would be no favouritism in
financial help, where required and
justified, either to any branch of min-
ing or to any particular group or com-
pany.

Provision would be made for ade-
quate roads, water supplies, battery
facilities, cartage assistance and treat-
ment plants.

Legislative power would be obtained
to ensure the carrying out of adequate
development of mines, including dia-
mond drilling of mines and land cov-
ered by mining leases.

Greater legislative protection would
be sought for investors in mining un-
dertakings and more geological and
geophysical surveys would be under-
taken to assist prospectors and com-
panies.

The existing method of making pay-
ments to prospectors for treated sands
would be revised to eliminate the long
delays which now took place in making
payments to prospectors.

Prospectors and small companies
would be given protection against ex-
ploitation in the sale by them of new
types of minerals,

Labour would also establish a uni-
fied State-wide harbours commission
to co-ordinate harbour policy and to
ensure the handling by each port of
the maximum trade possible.

It would also continually speed up
the installation of better harbour faci-
lities, including facilities for more effi-
cient and faster handling of cargoes.

That is a very commendable objective and
I trust the Government will give considera-
tion to better facilities on the jetty wharves
of both Busselton and Esperance. In the
southern portion of the State Busselton
and Esperance are similar in connection
with their difficulties concerning port
facilities. Attention is needed to cultivate
the trade now operating to both Esperance
and Busselton and I ask the Government
to give very favourable consideration to
meeting the facilities at those two outports
especially. The article goes on-

North-West Plans.

Labour would establish a separate
and unified North-West department
at a suitable centre in the north, under
the control of an engineer-administra-
tor.

Substantial revenue and loan mon-
eys would be available through the
Minister for the North-West for the
department.

A more adequate shipping Service
would be provided and shipping f reights
especially on foodstuffs and other es-
sential goods would be kept at the
lowest possible levels.

The Land Act would be amended to
ensure better use of pastoral leases
generally.

It was also aimed to provide better
housing for all groups, including Aus-
tralian natives, and more educational
facilities Including, on an experimen-
tal basis, a hostel for schoolchildren in
a coastal town.

I hope that Busselton is included in that,
although it is in the South-West and not
In the North-West. With the consolida-
tion of schools country children from the
surrounding districts desire to stay in the
centre of the consolidated educational area
and it is necessary to have hostels In the
various country towns. The article then
says--

There would be more main road divi-
sions in the north, each with its separ-
ate engineer administrator.

Other matters which would receive
attention would be financial aid to
provide landing grounds for aircraft
and adequate hospital, medical, nurs-
Ing and dental services.

A soil expert would be permanently
stationed at Carnarvon to assist the
banana-growing Industry,

I hope the member for Carnarvori will in-
sist that that facility be available for the
banana growers if the expert has not al-
ready been appointed. The article pro-
ceeds-

Experiments would also be carried
out for the growth of tropical and sub-
tropical crops in selected areas.

There would also be a close investi-
gation of the inadequacy of the dis-
trict allowance now paid to workers In
the North-West.

Aid for Local Authorities.
As always, Labour would carry out

a progressive main roads policy, giving
to local authorities the maximum fin-
ancial assistance.

Special help would be given to local
authorities to enable them to seal
roads through their town with bitu-
men.

A post of traffic safety commissioner
would be created and additional traf-
fic safety patrol officers appointed to
ensure more respect for safety rules
and regulations and to develop much
greater road courtesy and driving skill.

The Acting Premier: That is really a
very fine policy.
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Mr. BOVELL: It is if it can be carried
out. To continue-

Will Negotiate With B.H.P.
Mr. Hawke said that there would

be a linking up with town planning
experts in other States to obtain con-
tinually the best advice and assistance
relating to town-planning activities
and strong efforts would be made to
further the cause of town planning
throughout Western Australia.

If it became the Government Labour
would negotiate with the Broken Hill
Pty. in an attempt to prevail upon it
to Investigate thoroughly the practic-
ability of establishing a complete iron
and steel industry in Western Aus-
tralia, based upon the use of charcoal
made from waste forest timber as
a fuel with which to smelt the iron
ore.

As proof that there was no ani-
osity or hostility between Labour and
B.H.P., arrangements were now being
made for him to meet the company's
general manager in Perth in the near
future to discuss the charcoal iron and
steel industry suggestion.

Members of the 20th Parliament who
were present in this Chamber when the
Bill was introduced by the McLarty-Watts
Government to give B.H.P. the legal right
to establish itself in Western Australia
will recall the hostility of the then Leader
of the Opposition and his colleagues
against any proposal to allow B.H.P. to
do this.

The Minister for Native Welfare: You
are handling the truth carelessly now.

The Minister for Health; It Is not cor-
rect.

Mr. BOVELL: It is and, if members are
honest with themselves, they will recall
the hours we sat here listening to members
of the then Opposition castigating the
Government then in power for daring to
induce B-URP. to come to Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Native Welfare: You
are handling the truth carelessly.

Mr. BOVELL: The article continues--
Basic Wage Standard.

A Labour Government would seek to
continue to have the basic wage fixed
on a family unit of not less than a
man, wife and two children, and at
the highest possible standard, the
standard to be protected always by
Quarterly adjustments based on move-
nments in the cost of living.

A permanent committee would be
established to examine constantly the
methods used in collecting informa-
tion covering prices and rents for use
in basic wage adjustments.

This committee would consist of
representatives from the Labour De-
partment, the organised trade union

movement and the Employers' Federa-
tion, with the Government Statistician
as chairman.

Discussing workers' compensation.
Mr. Hawke said that Labour advoc-
ated, having regard to existing price
levels, a weekly compensation pay-
ment of £12 to injured workers, pro-
vided no payment made was less than
75 Per cent of the average weekly
wage of the worker concerned,

Mr. Moir: Do you disagree with that?
Mr. BOVELL: If industry can stand it,

it is an admirable objective. The article
goes on-

Allowances for dependent children
would be additional.

In the case of death or total and
permanent disablement, £2,500 was
advocated, plus £75 for each depen-
dent child.

It was also considered that the
benefits of the existing Act to workers
and their dependants should also be
given to workers injured prior to the
Act being last amended.

The next heading is "Safety Aim in
Industry," and in that respect the report
states--

Another intention of Labour If it
came to power was to set up a safety
in industries committee under the
chairmanship of the appropriate Min-
ister.

This committee would consist of
representatives of the medical profes-
sion, the employers, workers, insur-
Anee companies and Factories and
Shops Department.

Mr Hawke said that Labour would
continue to strive for electoral Justice
for the people in relation to the fran-
chise for the Legislative Council.

Labour would take progressive steps
for the enrolment for the Legislative
Assembly of all persons over 18 years
of age.

This would be done by reducing the
existing voting age one year In every
three-year period.

The next item reads as follows-
Prevention of Disease.

Labour's main aim in the health
field, Mr. Hawke said would be to in-
troduce more measures and practices
for the prevention of sickness and dis-
ease, instead of allowing the curative
side of health measures to take nearly
all the time of doctors and nurses and
nearly all of the money available to
the State for health purposes.

A special permanent section would
be created in the Department of Pub-
lic Health In charge of the best pre-
ventive medical specialist the State
could obtain, irrespective of the salary
which might have to be paid.
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The specialist would be the chair-
man of an advisory committee to be
appointed. The committee would con-
sist of representatives of doctors,
nurses and others capable of helping
to reduce the toll of sickness and dis-
ease by devising measures of preven-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: What have you
to say about that?

Mr. BOVELL: It is an admirable objec-
tive, and I have nothing against it.

The Minister for Lands: Why are you
reading it?

Mr. BOVELL: I am reading the POLICY
Speech because, as I said before. I want
it on record in "Hansard." This is the
policy upon which the present Govern-
ment has been elected.

The Minister for Lands: Of course it is.
Mr. BOVELL: It is only right to the

electors and members of this House that
they should have a permanent record of
the speech so that at the end of the term
of the present Administration there can
be a check-up on what the Premier, the
then Leader of the Opposition, said in his
Policy Speech, and a comparison made
with what the present Government carries
out.

The Minister for Lands: That is all right.
The Minister for Health: To what do you

object?
Mr. BOVELL: We are discussing the

Supply Bill. The Government has been
elected on this policy.

Mr. Moir: The electors decided the issue.
Mr. BOVELL: The Government has

asked that Supply be granted and I think
that, on the occasion of the commence-
ment of this new Parliament, the policy of
the Government should be recorded In
"Hansard" so that both the electors and
members of this House shall have the
details on permanent record.

The Minister for Native Welfare: We
did not do that to the previous Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: Does it say
what won the third race?

Mr. BOVELL: I am not interested in
what won the third race, but in the win-
ning of the race to maintain the progress
of this State.

The Acting Premier: At any rate, the
speech is well worthy of being placed per-
manently on record.

Mr. BOVELL: I am not criticising the
speech, which I regard as a worthy one.
although I do not agree with all the mat-
ters contained in it.

Mr. Norton: You sound a bit niggly
about it!

The Minister for Health: We will have
the speech on permanent rec~ord in two
places-in "The West Australian" and in
"Hansard."

The Minister for Lands: "The West Aus-
tralian" seems to be pretty busy up on top.

Mr. BOVELL: To continue reading the
speech-

The Welfare of Natives.
Labour would legally class all nat-

ives as natural born subjects and pro-
gressively give them rights and oppor-
tunities equal to those possessed by
white citizens.

As it would take some time for all
natives to be capable of discharging
the responsibilities of citizenship, the
Commissioner of Native Welfare
would be given authority to place such
natives as he thought fit under his
care, provided the Minister for Native
Welfare first approved in each case.

Labour would provide adequate edu-
cation and housing for natives.

The Minister for Lands: Speak up! I
cannot hear you!

Mr. BOVELL: The Minister should
know the speech off by heart! I am read-
ing it as quickly as possible because, under
the new Standing Orders which you, Mr.
Speaker, assisted to formulate, I am only
allowed to speak for three-quarters of an
hour.

Mr. Norton: Thank goodness for that!
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon member may

proceed.

Mr. BOVELL: The report continues,-
Labour would substantially assist

approved organisations and persons to
train natives in trades, handicrafts,
agricultural and pastoral Pursuits and
also to educate native children.

Working natives would be paid a
fair wage and natives generally would
be encouraged in hygiene, sobriety
and thrift.

The name of the Department of
Native Affairs would be changed to
that of Native Welfare and the titles
of the Minister and Commissioner
would be changed similarly.

The next heading is: "Free School Books."
That is a good one, and I hope it will be
put into effect.

The Minister for Lands: Do you mean
that you have been waiting to come to
tat point?
Mr. BOVELL: Yes, because it Is the last

item in the speech. Under that heading
the report states--

Mr. Hawke said that Labour would
provide adequate school buildings In
all parts of the State and take pro-
gressive steps for the free provision
of school books.

The raising of the school-leaving
age to 16 years would be given effect
as soon as practicable.
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Labour would considerably expand
and improve educational facilities for
mentally-retarded children.

The examination system would be
replaced gradually by an accrediting
system, supported by examinations.

Labour would give greater assist-
ance to kindergartens to enable far
greater numbers of young children to
obtain the benefit of approved kinder-
garten training.

The Minister for Lands: I think You are
jealous.

Mr. BOVELL: I repeat that the Gov-
ernment has been elected on that poicy.
It was certainly a photo finish, but that
was the Policy stated by the present Pre-
mier. We are now asked to grant Supply
to enable the Government to carry out
this policy, and we trust that some of it
will be. I will not oppose some Portions
of it. but there are some Proposals that
I do not think are in the best interests
of the State. Some commendable objec-
tives are embodied in the Government's
proposals and I will give them my whole-
hearted support. Nevertheless, I cannot
approve of some Portions of the Govern-
ment's policy, It Is the Government's re-
sponsibility to see that its policy Is car-
ried out. We will look forward, after the
granting of Supply, to the actions of the
Government to see whether it carries out
the Promises made to the people. It tickled
the ears of the electors and gained their
confidence. It is for the Administration
to retain that confidence, but I doubt if
it will.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

HON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[11.81: I am surprised at the Govern-
ment's decision. On many occasions I
have heard comments from members sit-
ting on the Government side of the House
about sitting alter 11 o'clock at night,
and now they are determined to proceed
with the debate.

Hon. D). Brand: Using its ruthless
majority!

Hon A, V. R. ABBOTT: Yes, making
use of its majority ruthlessly. We are
discussing this most important Bill and
the attitude of members on the Govern-
ment side of the House, who are laugh-
ing about such a serious matter as this.
surprises me. The fact remains that the
Acting Premier has made his decision and
it is being carried out by his supporters.
I am required to continue with the few
words I wish to say. The Acting Premier
commented on the imposition of the new
valuations in certain districts, and ad-
mitted that serious discrimination arose
in imposing the new system. He justified
that by saying that people had got off
lightly for a few years,

The Acting Premier: I did not say that.
Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Yes, the Act-

Ing Premier did.
The Acting Premier: I did not say any-

thing about serious discrimination.
Hon. A. V. A. ABBOTT: The Acting

Premier said it was time the Government
undertook the work because, for a num-
ber of years, it had not been done. The
same applies to other districts besides
Mt. Lawley, where he said the revalua-
tions had not been made for years, and
I think it would have been wore fair
if the whole area had been dealt with,
even if it would have meant the employ-
ment of more valuers.

The Acting Premier: We are not pay-
ing more than they are entitled to.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: But it is not
reasonable suddenly to foist on one small
area considerably increased rates, while
at the same time other areas will not be
revalued for about three years, because
that is the official estimate. I presume
the Acting Premier will try to expedite
the valuations. Canning happens to be
one of the districts, that has not been
valued since 1928. Nedlands was done in
1940, but there is a minute on the file
stating that Nedlands is to be done next.

The Acting Premier: Whose minute Is
that?

Hon. A. V. R. AB3BOTT: It is contained
in a report by the Under Secretary to
the Minister and states--

I recently discussed with you the re-
valuations of properties in the metro-
politan area and you approved of the
continuation of the programme that
had been mapped out some time ago
and of the principle of bringing values
up to date-not only with a view of
raising additional revenue, but also
to remove anomalies.

The report goes on to say-
The valuators are now moving to

the Osborne Park area which has not
been reviewed since 1928-29.

Immediately on the next page is the fol-
lowing instruction to the senior valuator-

Please arrange for a revaluation
of Nedlands after completion of Os-
borne Park.

The Acting Premier: In accordance
with the policy that had been mapped
out.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: There is
nothing on the file to show that.

The Acting Premier: Yes, there is. Keep
to the facts!

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: There is no
policy mapped out.

The Acting Premier: The Under Sec-
retary referred to it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
address the Chair.
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Hon. A. V. it. ABBOTT: I am glad
that you noted the interjections, Mr.
Speaker, because they are disorderly. The
policy of overall valuation is clearly shown
in the file. We know that it was adopted
and that it had to be, but there is not the
slightest doubt that a great rush has oc-
curred to get Mt. Lawley in. The sug-
gestion was "Can we possibly do it before
the 30th June so that it may come into
this financial year?" That was done.

I hope that the valuation was not so
rushed as to justify the many complaints
that are being made and that the depart-
mental experts were not unduly pressed.
Perhaps the Acting Premier may be able
to say something about that, too: I
do not propose to do so. I suggest it is
quite clear that the Minister sees the in-
justice of the discrimination, because his
speech indicated that he realised it and
that he is going to take steps at some time
to see that it does not occur in future. The
trouble is that it is occurring now and
something should be done to ensure that
there is uniformity in all road districts.
Until that uniformity is brought about,
some consideration should be given to the
districts in which the new valuations and
increased rating have been imposed.

MRt. HEARIMAN (Blackwood) [11.16]:
I wish to offer a few remarks on the Press
statement by the Minister for Agriculture
regarding Cabinet approval of a plan to
assist the financing of the purchase of
pick-up-hay balers by groups of farmers
occcupying the smaller dairy properties in
the South-West. The idea is a com-
mendable one, though I do not suppose the
Minister expects it to be of very great help
to the dairying industry. However, it is
desirable that more Information should be
made available.

To be of real use, these balers would
have to be on the farms by the middle of
October, and if we have an early season.
not much time is available in which to
put the plan into operation. The first
question I should like to ask the Minister
to answer is what is his definition of "dairy
farmers?" Is the scheme Intended to ap-
ply to one engaged in the production of
wholemilke or butterfat commercially or
would the term include a man engaged In
mixed farming or to one running a few
cows and an orchard? Then there might
be a syndicate with four farmers running
dairy cows.

The Minister for Health: It will apply
only to dairy farmers.

Mr. HEARMAN: But suppose there
were four dairy farmers genuinely inter-
ested and eligible and others running a few
sheep as well as being engaged in dairying,
men who would be willing to join the
others in such a scheme, what would
happen? Would the four dairy farmers
be denied the opportunity? These are
questions on which I should like informa-
tion from the Minister.

Then there is the question as to how
the syndicates are to be formed. I assume
that, as the Government will be financing
this scheme, some one person will have
to be held responsible for the repayment of
the money advanced. The most successful
arrangement I know of is in the Coolup
area where a syndicate operates and,
whether a farmer is a shareholder or not,
he may obtain the use of the baler. Any
profits earned by contracting outside of
members of the syndicate are credited to
the syndicate and any profits at the end
of the season are distributed amongst the
members.

I assume that there must be some one
individual in each syndicate who will be
held responsible to the Government for the
money, but I should like to hear from the
Minister how he proposes that the matter
should be handled. I am not speaking in
a critical vein; I am merely seeking in-
formation.

Another question that arises relates to
the type of baler and the availability of
these machines. They vary in price from
£850 to more than £2,000. What is the
Government's Intention In that direction?
Is it intended to permit a syndicate to Pur-
chase a baler at a cost of, say, £1.700, or is
the purchase price to be restricted to a
certain figure? Mgain. what type of baler
is it proposed to use and what is the
availability? A very suitable one is a, dollar
machine that sells at £850, and I think
such machines are actually available. Has
the Minister investigated the supply posi-
tion?

The Minister for Lands: Why do
not you put your questions on the notice
paper?

Mr. HEARMAN: I might do that,
though I cannot see why the Minister
should Object to my seeking information
at this stage.

The Minister for Lands: I do not
object to your talking.

Mr. HEARMAN: The Minister might
inform us whether a certain type of baler
is contemplated, whether he has ear-
marked a particular type for this project,
and what is the position in regard to
availability. As I see it, this year will be
a very good season In the wheatgrowing
areas but not Such a good season in the
South-West. It is conceivable that stocks
of balers will be bought very substantially
to go into the wheatbelt areas. It could
happen-I do not say It will-that
although the money is there, balers of a
suitable type will not be available. Also,
presumably some system of allocation
will be introduced. If the Minister could
give us some indication of what his ideas
on allocation are; what farmers he would
regard as being eligible; whether he in-
tends the balers to be available to any
farmer regardless of the number of cows
he milks or not: and what his inten-
tions in this matter are, it would be very
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helpful not only to me but to other mem-
bers who come from dairy areas, and to
dairymen generally who would like to
avail themselves of the Government's
offer.

I would again like to emphasise the
need for speed. There is a good deal to
do in forming these syndicates and com-
Plying with all the requirements, placing
the orders, and taking delivery of the
machines and so on and there are two
months in which to do the lot. Unless
a special effort Is made, the fullest ad-
vantage may not be. taken of this offer,
which is a sound suggestion. I know there
are difficulties, but that does not mean
to say that the scheme should be damned
in any way. There is the old problem
of everyone wanting to bale at the one
time, and again what is the suitable size
of a syndicate and what is the actual
maximum or minimum area. All these
things have to be considered, so I hope
the Minister will treat the matter as
urgent and make available to members
the fullest details at the earliest possible
moment.

MR. MANNING (Harvey) [11.233: First
of all, Sir, I would like to add my con-
gratulations to those of others on your
being elected Speaker of this Assembly.
Like other members, I feel that your
rulings will be fair and impartial. I have
quite a host of Problems which affect my
electorate and upon which I would like
to touch, but I propose tonight to confine
myself to one subject only: namely, i'rri--
gation rates. I am prompted to do so
after having listened to the Premier's
Policy Speech as outlined by the member
for Vasse. I remember also hearing the
Premier say during his election campaign
that It was the Government's intention
to assist farmers to reduce their costs of
Production. But irrigation rates have gone
up from its. 3d. to 22s. 6d. Per acre

The Previous charge of us. 3d. entitled
a farmer to one watering. The new
system entitles him to two waterings.
Subsequent waterings are charged at the
rate of 3s. Ed. There is a catch in this
inasmuch as although the increase is 25
Per cent, to the irrigation farmer who is
watering irrigation Pasture, there is also
the farmer who irrigates his dry land to
give him early green feed before the
ordinary rainy season. That man will
be hit very hard indeed, because he
has to pay what is known as an accom-
modation rate. Under the previous system
it was lls. 3d. Per acre. With the in-
creased rates he will pay for his one
watering 22s. 6d. per acre, a very steep
increase indeed: actually 100 per cent.

As the watering of dry land is exten-
sively undertaken where Irrigation water
Is supplied, I want the minister to take
notice of that Point. It may be one he
has Previously missed. It is something
that needs to be taken notice of because

it imposes a very heavy burden on the
irrigation farmer. I notice in reading the
Press report that the Minister has in-
creased the rates on the recommendation
of the Irrigation Commission. I would be
strongly suspicious--these are only my
own suspicions--that the Irrigation Com-
mission recommended an Increase on the
suggestion of the Minister.

The Acting Premier: . You are quite
wrong in that.

Mr. MANNING: That is my suspicion.
The Acting Premier: It is a very ill-

founded suspicion with no justification at
all.

Mr. MANNING: I am glad to have the
Acting Premier's comments but I am still
suspicious. Does the Minister in charge
of this department realise that on the
one hand we have one Minister-the
Minister for Agriculture-whenever the
opportunity presents itself, urging farmers
to lessen the cost of production and to
step up production and provide goods at
a cheaper rate; while, on the other hand,
we have another Minister taking the op-
portunity to force up production costs?

The Acting Premier: They were asking
for a fair Price. That is all. You know
it is a fair rate.

Mr. MANNING: it is not easy for the
farmer whose costs have been pushed up
by the Government when he considers
what has happened in the metropolitan
area, where the penny surcharge on week-
end fares was removed with a consequent
loss of revenue to the Government which
the member for South Perth has estimated
at £25,000. if that surcharge had not
been removed the amount obtained there-
by would have rendered unnecessary an
increase in irrigation rates. It is my view
that the weekend traveller in the metro-
politan area is in a far better Position
to pay this money to the Government than
the irrigation farmers would be.

I do not want to make a long speech
on the subject but I do want to impress
on the Government that it has repeatedly
said it would endeavour to cut down costs
and prevent inflation; yet it is being con-
tinued, and I can see no great activity
on the Part of the Government in the
direction of reducing the cost of irriga-
tion maintenance. The rate is levied to
cover the cost of maintenance of the
scheme. It will be noticed that the farmer
is doing nothing to increase the mainten-
ance cost. That cost will grow as time
goes on and new works are established.
The new works will Provide supplies for
new farmers and they will be paying rates
and assisting to cover cost of maintenance.
It is up to the Government to do some-
thing to help keep down costs and not
pass them on all the time to the farmers.
who are working on a narrow enough
margin already.
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HON. D. BRAND (Greenough) [11.30]:-
1 draw attention to the headlines in the
Press over the week-end and today where,
per medium of the "Sunday Times," at
any rate, It is stated that the Premier
"suspects election bait if Commonwealth
prunes tax hand-out." He may suspect
that, but as we all had an opportunity
of listening to his Policy Speech I remind
members of the fact that at that stage-
in January of this year-the then Leader
of the Opposition said that the question
of rail freights was essentially a State re-
sponsibility. He now finds the position
altered to such an extent that he says
the Commonwealth should not cut taxa-
tion but should, in lieu, make available
an extra grant or contribution to the State
finances in order to avoid an increase in
rail freigts--an increase which he said
was something the Libs had just around
the corner.

I feel that the Premier and his Minis-
ters are finding it most embarrassing that
rather than the Libs having this just
around the corner, the Labs, on this oc-
casion, have it; and I do not know whether
It is far around the corner, either. How-
ever, the statements in the Press in recent
months lead us to believe that whatever
the Political colour of the Government of
the States, there has arisen between the
Commonwealth and the State Govern-
ments, real financial difficulties, and that
conferences, rather than leading to some
solution of the problem, seem to magnify
it inasmuch as each Premier, particularly
those from Labour States in recent
months, takes advantage of the situation
to blame the Commonwealth for all the
financial problems. Whether it be iii
connection with loan or revenue, the whole
responsibility is said to be one for the
Commonwealth.

At the same time, it must be remem-
bered that some of the State Premiers
are quite adamant that they do not desire
to see the return of taxing powers to the
States. They obviously feel that the
political embarrassment of imposing taxes
to the extent required on the people of
the State is one which they must avoid.
It has often been stated that the solution
to this problem is through a conference,
and Sir Ross McLarty, whilst Premier,
made that suggestion on several occasions,
as did the Deputy Leader of the present
Government. But surely there can be no
solution to this difficulty while Premiers
and Prime Ministers adopt the attitude
they evidently adopt or have to adopt when
at these conferences. I am of the opinion
that if there is real goodwill and a desire
to make progress on the problem of taxa-tion and the allocation of the money de-
rived therefrom, the leaders of both sides
of all Houses should meet the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the Opposition
of the Federal House outside the atmos-
phere of politics, and with the courage of

their convictions get down to a basis of
equitable allocation of loan moneys and
those derived from revenue.

It Is evident from the Premier's state-
ment when leaving Western Australia for
the Premier's Conference that there is a
desire to make political capital out of the
present situation in order to prepare the
stage for the forthcoming general elec-
tion, I feel certain that this is no real road
to the solution of these difficulties. The
Commonwlth Constitution was drawn up
many years ago, and in principle it Is still
meeting the requirements of the Common-
wealth set-up, but obviously there is a
need for some review of it by people who
are not out for political advantage, but
who have a genuine desire to put forward
suggestions for a basis of discussion and
ultimate referendum for amendment of the
Constitution. I believe that at this stage
the prospects arc not very bright because
each, in turn, is putting the other on the
political spot.

Evidently the Premier whilst at the
conference felt very much at home inas-
much as he had four or five Labour
Premiers to support him, there being only
one non-Labour Premier attending. Ac-
cording to the reports, each of these
Premiers in turn attacked the Common-
wealth because it was not giving them all
the money they required. We must
recognise that the days of plenty have
gone. There was a time when we bad
more money than we could spend, but now
there must surely be a realisation by all
authorities that loan moneys are not
available as they were In the past and
that, if we are to expend at the rate of
previous years. there must be higher and
still higher taxation, bearing in mind that,
although there has been a steadying of the
inflationary spiral, the last adjustments
of the basic wage were on the upward
trend and represented, in the total, a
huge cost to the Government.

A goodly sum has been allocated on this
occasion, and evidently the Premiers were
able to convince the Prime Minister and
his Treasurer that they should make some
small adjustment, because, according to
the Press tonight, extra moneys have been
made available. Nothing good can come
out of the attacks that are being made
continually during conferences held in
respect of loan moneys, uniform taxa-
tion or revenue, until such time as we say
to ourselves, "There is only one way and
that is to think hard, along neutral lines,
how we can adjust this Constitution, which
was given to us by the wise ald men of the
past, so that it will meet modern demands
and come into line with international
monetary movements." I am convinced
that until then we will not make a great
deal of progress. In spite of all the talk,
Australia is enjoying real prosperity.

We did pass through a period when there
was some evidence of unemployment and
shortage of money, but at the present time
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the whole country is prosperous. Never-
theless, we must not forget that that pros-
perity rests In two things only; the high
prices being received firstly for wool, and
secondly for wheat. At the first indication
of a fall in the prices of wool and wheat,
this country will react unfavourably, and it
therefore behaves all who are responsible
to do what they can towards bringing the
level of our spending and living to a point
where we shall be able to absorb the crash
more easily when there is some lowering of
export prices. As I will have further op-
portunity of airing my grievances, I will
say no more for the present. I support
the Bill.

Mr, OLDFIELD: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. OLDFIELD (Maylanda) [11l4I:
For a number of years we have heard
complaints, from members opposite, about
sitting for long hours. I do not think it
is fair to Ministers to keep them here
late at night.

The Minister for Health: Do not mind
US.

Mr. OLDPIELD: I am simply attempt-
ing to assist Ministers, by allowing them
to have the rest that they require if they
are to carry out their duties adequately.
However, if they do not wish to go home,
we must proceed with the business before
the House. I congratulate you, Mr.
Speaker, on attaining your present high
office and I know you will perform the
duties you have undertaken with both
dignity and impartiality, and will extend
to members the courtesy and latitude that
are sometimes so much appreciated.

I desire again to refer to the increase
in revaluations and water rates and would
like the Minister to tell us why only half
of the Perth Road Board was revalued.

in answer to questions the Minister said
that the road boards were being dealt with
in turn, but for some reason the Perth
Road Board has been divided. The Mt.
Lawley, Inglewood an~d Maylands wards
have been revalued and in mast instances
the revaluation has been harsh, but I
notice that the Osborne Park ward, which
is within the electorate of the Minister for
Native Welfare has not been touched. It
appears that any area represented by a
Liberal member has been revalued and
made the subject of harsh increases, while
areas represented by Labour members
have been left untouched. Apparently, the
punishment for the ratepayer who was
foolhardy enough to vote Liberal at the
last election is penalisation by having his
water rate increased.

The Minister for Railways: My rate and
water rate were raised three times in the
last fcw years by your Government.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The Minister now says
that this raising of rates was around the
corner and was contemplated by the Lib-
eral Government. The departmental chiefs
may have been contemplating it, but that
does not say that the proposal would have
been agreed to had the Liberal Govern-
ment been returned. On the one hand
the present Government removed the Id.
surcharge on week-end travel, in one hit
losing revenue to the tune of between
£25,000 and £50,000 per year, and on the
other hand it has tried to get that revenue
back by increasing water rates. The mem-
her for Vasse tonight gave a good descrip-
tion of the Premier's Policy Speech.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Did you not see
that previously?

Mr. OLDFIELD: I was possibly too
busy at the time to notice it. I remember,
however, that contained In that speech
were many things that were to be of
benefit to the workers of this wonderful
State. In fact, we were promised a golden
welfare State. The Minister for Housing
said in Forrest Place, on the htand of
honour, "if you return the McLarty-Watts
Government your water rates will be in-
creased," so It was obviously in his mind
that that would happen, not if the Gov-
ernment was returned but if a Labour
Government was returned.

Mr. Bovell: He was not speaking from
the stand of honour, was he?

Mr. OLDPIELD: Yes.
Mr. Bovell: What was he doing there?
Mr. OLDF!IELD: That has often puzzled

me. Prom answers given to questions in
another place tonight and from a state-
ment made by the Minister for Railways
by way of interjection during the Com-
mittee stage, it appears that the Minister
has let the cat out of the bag, and that
the people of this State can soon expect
an overall increase in tram fares in addi-
tion to increases in railway fares and
freights. The Minister let the cat out of
the bag when he said that the Govern-
ment believed in absorbing the penalty
rate in the overall fares during the week.

The Minister for Railways: What a
shrewd boy you are.

Mr. OLDFIEW: According to the Policy
Speech of the Premier the Government
was progressively to reduce fares and
freights, but that has not been done. In
ths evening's issue of "The Daily News"
on page 1, appears the following:-

After a long debate today the State
Premiers accepted a total tax reim-
bursement from the Commonwealth
of £142,459,000. This fell far short of
te £166,000,000 demanded by the

States, but was £459,000 above the total
offered by Prime Minister Mensies
yesterday. Of the additional £459,000,
Victoria will receive £400,000, raising
her share of reimbursements to
E35.000,000.
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Western, Australia's share of tax re-
imbursement Will be £11,297,000.
Tasmania as well as Victoria secured
a bigger total than the Common-
wealth offered yesterday. When W-A.
Premier Hawke Protested mildly that
the basis of distribution had finally
been made acceptable to all States
except Western, Australia, Prime Min-
ister Menzies briskly closed up his file
of papers ..

And so it goes on. I take it the Press
report is accurate because I know that
the Journalists who report these proceed-
ings endeavour to attain the highest de-
gree of accuracy. After an analysis of that
report, it appears that all States are satis-
fled except Western Australia. There are
four other Labour Premiers beside Mr.
Hawke, and they all became satisfied at
the expense of Western Australia. That
indicates that this State was being badly
represented at the conference. We have
not been able to get satisfaction; once
again, bpoor little Western Australia has
to go short of money while the other
Labour Governments-the great octopuses
In the East-get wore than their share
and waste it on their railways.

Like the member for Vasse, I sincerely
hope this Government will tarry out some
of the promises made during the Policy
Speech of the present Premier. A number
of the things he promised would do a lot
of good if they were brought into effect,
but there are others with which I disagree.
But I feel that that speech was delivered
with tongue in cheek; it was a policy put
forward by a political party which was
indulging in the grossest farm of political
dishonesty. The members of that party
were putting forward a policy which they
knew, owing to present economic circum-
stances in Australia, the vast development
required to bring this State to its maxi-
mum production and the development re-
quired to absorb the necessary immigrants
to develop this marvellous country, It was
not possible to bring about. So, in Feb-
ruary, with tongues in cheek, the mem-
bers of that party blinded and deluded
the people into accepting a policy which
they had no intention of ever trying to im-
plement. We know they cannot imple-
ment It; the only promise they have hon-
oured Is the removal of the 1d. surcharge
on tramways, and the Minister for Rail-
ways let the cat out of the bag when he
mentioned the overall increase.

The Minister for Railways: You did
not object to that.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The present Govern-
ment reduced tram fares in this way but
immediately turned round and doubled
the water rates. That is dishonesty. I
can remember reading of the criticism
offered in 1947 and 1950 about the then
Government, but I would remind members
that that Government did carry out its
promises. At least the McLarty-Watts

Government was honest with the people
and carried out its policy, and it would
have carried out the promises it made
during the last election.

Mr. McCulloch: That is what you think.
Mr. OLDrIELD: Those promises could

have been and would have been carried
out.

The Minister for Railways: Perhaps!
Mr. OLDFIELD: The policy of the Me-

Larty-Watts Government was a continua-
tion of the great development that has
taken Place in Western Australia over the
last six years.

Mr. Andrew: You had no policy.
Mr. OLDFIELD: That is a stupid re-

mark because the hon. member has only
to look at the development that has taken
place in Western Australia over the last
six years. Western Australia has never
had such prosperous times and there has
never been so much industrial expansion
or agricultural development as that which
took place while the McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment was in office. I remind the hon.
member that my remarks are supported
by almost 50 per cent. of the electors of
this State who voted in such a way as to
show their confidence in the previous Ad-
Ministration. However, we failed by a few
votes in electorates such as Canning and
West Perth-

The Minister for Railways: And May-
lands.

Mr. OLDFIELD: There were a few too
many in Maylands, to the hon. member's
sorrow.

The Minister for Railways: It is a good
job that your name started with "10."1

Mr. OLDflELD: The removal of the
Id. surcharge and the idea of a welfare
State was held out in front of the electors.
They were led to believe that they would
not have to work very hard but would be
well looked after, and all that sort of
thing. We have heard it all before, and I
only hope that the Government will put
all Its promises Into effect.

Mr. May: I think it Is time you were
in bed.

Mr. OLDflELD: Members have no-
one to blame but themselves for the fact
that they are here. I asked for an ad-
journment of the debate, but that was
refused, and I do not think it fair that,
after asking for an adjourrnent, I should
be compelled to give up my time to en-
able members to go home. I am en-
titled to speak for 45 minutes, and if I
had been able to obtain an adjournment
of the debate, I would have been able to
speak tomorrow evening. I think mem-
bers opposite are being very unfair.

The Minister for Railways: I would give
you five years, if I had my Way.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Despite what has been
said by members opposite in the past, des-
pite what has been said in the Press, and
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despite what they are going to say during
the Address-In-reply, no-one can deny that
the present Commonwealth Government
has done a remarkable job in extricating
Australia from what could have been a dis-
astrous financial crisis. By being far-
sighted and by having the courage to im-
plement a Policy which would give Aus-
tralia financial stability, and having the
courage to carry out those things which
were unpopular-in other words, to make
the taxpayers of this country take the
necessary medicine to relieve us of our
economic ills--the present Commonwealth
Government forestalled a state of affairs
plxnilar to that which came into being dur-
ing the administration of Labour Govern-
ments in the 1929-1930 period.

Despite the fact that the Premier is
not satisfied with the share granted to
Western Australia. the Government should
be thankful to the Present Commonwealth
Administration for the fact that there! is
that sum of money available. Had it not
been for the courageous stand taken by the
Commonwealth Government, it would not
have been possible to steer Australia
through those crucial times. Today we are
in a position where approximately
£142,000,000 in tax reimbursements has
been handed back to the States. I sup-
port the Bill.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[12.0]: Before the second reading is passed,
I would point out that the Acting Premier
apparently thinks I was worrying about
only that small portion of land covering
five blocks which was excised from the
"A" class reserve, but that is not so. The
reason why those blocks were excised was
to simplify the subdivision of the land as
Mr. Wise stated when he brought down the
Bill. His comments were as follows:-

A further clause deals with an area
in the vicinity of Preston Point. It is
proposed to subdivide certain areas
held by the Crown for the purpose of
the Workers' Homes Act. In order to
carry out an effective subdivision, it
will be necessary to exclude portion
of Class A reserve 7800 situated South-
westward of the Lower Canning-road,
as shown on Plan 5 which will be sub-
mitted later. This portion of the
reserve is cut off by the road and the
subdivision will be facilitated if this
area is made available for workers'
homes, together with adjoining land.

rhat shows that the large Portion of the
tand has been held for many years, but to
make the subdivision of it easier a Bill
vas introduced to excise that section com-
)rising five blocks from the "A" class
'eserve. If members will study the debate

!ontained in "Hansard" No. 19 of 1952 it
viii be found that the local governing
lpdy, the East Fremantle municipality, and

e Town Planning Commissioner were in
Lvour of the land being held for workers'
tomes. The land has been held since 1940.
' ut now it is to be sold apparently to pro-
vide more cash for the Treasury. The

East Fremantle municipality was very
much in favour of retaining all this land
for workers' homes, but now we find that
the council's idea is to sell the blocks to
private owners and, quoting from the "Fre-
mantle News' section of "The Daily News"
dated, the 14th May, 1953, the comments
of the Town Clerk were expressed as fol-
lows:-

Town Clerk L. R. Latham expects
that the blocks, which have a view of
both river and ocean, will bring keen
bidding.

In another paragraph of the same article
the following appeared:-

Restrictions on the use of the land
are expected to be strictly enforced,
and the council hopes to make the
area a model suburb.

It is going to make it one of those little
"toney" suburbs that only the very nice
people live in. The workers will have no
chance of building homes there. That is
what I am objecting to, and I will fight
to the bitter end in an endeavour to en-
sure that those 92 blocks that were origin-
ally set aside for the provision of workers'
homes are made available to the workers.
That land was much cheaper many years
ago than it is today, but because the vari-
ous Governments of the day have neg-
lected to build homes on those blocks, it
is now Intended to sell them at their in-
creased value. However, I say that they
should not be sold and that homes for
workers should be erected on them. The
Acting Premier asked, "Who told you they
were to be put up for auction?" But that
is a fact and such a statement has
appeared in th? Press. If the Govern-
ment decided to excise a portion of the
"A" class reserve it means it will reserve
only about five blocks. Therefore. I hope
the Acting Premier still does not think
that I was objecting to only that portion
of the land covered by the excision, be-
cause I was not. I was referring to the
92 blocks which had been reserved for
workers' homes and I hope that that in-
tention is adhered to.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

PAPERS-METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY FILE.

On motion by the Acting Premier, re-
solved-

That all papers contained in
M.W.S.S. & D. departmental File No.
888/53 be laid on the Table of the
House for one week.

House adjourned at 12.7 am. (Wedines-
day).


